3GPP TSG-CT WG1 Meeting #57


C1-091284
San Antonio (TX), USA, 9-19 February 2009.

Title:
LS on SMS procedures for E-UTRAN
Response to:
---
Release:
Release 8
Work Item:
SAES
Source:
CT1
To:
SA2
Cc:
----
Contact Person:
Name:
Robert Zaus

E-mail Address:
robert.zaus@nsn.com

Attachments:
C1-090530 [CR 0102 to TS 23.040]
1. Overall Description:

At their last meeting, CT1#57 discussed the attached CR to TS 23.040 which proposes an enhancement to the delivery of SMS over E-UTRAN via IP-SM-GW. As the principle of the proposed solution seems to be not aligned with the principles that were followed so far for the work for SMS over IP, CT1 would like to ask SA2 for guidance and clarification.
In CT1's understanding it has been an essential target of the work on SMS over IP to develop a solution that is independent of the underlying transport network. For this reason, the mechanism to re-initiate the delivery of short messages to a subscriber who has been absent and becomes again available in the network has been based on "UE-not-reachable-for-IP" flags in central network entities, the HSS and the IP-SM-GW. When the subscriber starts an activity (e.g. IMS registration) that involves signalling towards the HSS, the HSS will initiate further signalling with the IP-SM-GW and the SM-SC resulting in another attempt to deliver the short message.
Network entities (SGSN, other gateways, …) that are part of specific transport network for the delivery of the short message over IP have deliberately not been involved in this mechanism.
This principle seems to be violated by the attached CR, as it proposes to introduce a new flag in the MME ("UE Reachability Request Parameter for MME" – URRP-MME), similar to the Mobile-station-not-reachable flag in the MSC or the Mobile-station-not-reachable-for-GPRS flag in the SGSN which are used when a short message is delivered via MAP/DTAP signalling. 

CT1 would like to ask SA2 whether there is the intention to introduce similar enhancements for the delivery of short messages over IP also for other transport networks (like GPRS or non-3GPP access networks), or whether SA2 can confirm CT1's understanding that the independence from the underlying transport network is still a essential principle to be followed during the further evolution of SMS over IP.

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly ask SA2 to answer CT1's questions.
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