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1. Introduction

This paper provides some minor editorial changes and clarifications for the security procedure.
2. Reason for Change

The changes are mainly:
-  Adding the case where the COUNT value is increased after a new or retransmitted NAS message in 4.4.2.1. Also in 4.4.2.5, clarifying that;  the NAS signalling connection will be released even if there is a new or to be retransmitted NAS message when the AKA procedure is not successful. 

- Removing the editor's note " Editor's note: It is FFS how to avoid synchronisation failure during the authentication procedure", where the related clarification is provided below the Editor's note in 5.4.2.3.
- In 5.4.2.3, clarifying that the RAND and RES values stored in the UE shall be deleted and timer T3416, if running, shall be stopped when receiving the TAU reject message.

- Clarifying abbreviations.
- Clarifying cause values numbers MAC failure (#20) and synch failure (#21).
3. Conclusions

-
4. Proposal

It is proposed to agree the following changes to 3GPP TS 24.301 v1.1.1.

* * * First Change * * * *

3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

AKA
Authentication and Key Agreement

AMBR
Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate

ARP
Allocation Retention Priority

CGI
Cell Global Identifier

CSG
Closed Subscriber Group

E-UTRA
Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access

E-UTRAN
Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network

ECM
EPS Connection Management
EMM
EPS Mobility Management

EPC
Evolved Packet Core Network

EPS
Evolved Packet System

ESM
EPS Session Management

GBR
Guaranteed Bit Rate

GUMMEI
Globally Unique MME Identifier

GUTI
Globally Unique Temporary Identifier

HRPD
High Rate Packet Data

ISR
Idle mode Signalling Reduction

M-TMSI
M-Temporary Mobile Subscriber Identity

MBR
Maximum Bit Rate

MME
Mobility Management Entity

MMEC
MME Code
OC
Overflow Counter
PCO
Protocol Configuration Options

PDN GW
Packet Data Network Gateway

PTI
Procedure Transaction Identity

QCI
QoS Class Identifier

QoS
Quality of Service

S-TMSI
S-Temporary Mobile Subscriber Identity

S101-AP
S101 Application Protocol

S1AP
S1 Application Protocol

SAE
System Architecture Evolution

SDF
Service Data Flow
SN
Sequence number
TAC
Tracking Area Code

TAI
Tracking Area Identity
TFT
Traffic Flow Template

TI
Transaction Identifier

TIN
Temporary Identity used in Next update

* * * Next Change * * * *

4.4
NAS security

4.4.1
General

This clause describes the procedures used for security of EPS NAS messages between UE and MME. Security involves integrity protection and ciphering of the EMM and ESM NAS messages.

When both ciphering and integrity protection are activated, then the NAS message is first encrypted and then the encrypted NAS message and the NAS sequence number (SN) are integrity protected by calculating the MAC.

When only integrity protection is activated and ciphering is not activated, the unciphered NAS message and the NAS SN are integrity protected by calculating the MAC.

When an ESM message is piggybacked in an EMM message, e.g. the ESM default EPS bearer context activation procedure and the EMM attach procedure, there is one sequence number IE and one message authentication code IE for the combined NAS message.

Editor's note: It is FFS how to apply security for transport of multiple NAS ESM messages at once.

4.4.2
Handling of NAS COUNT and NAS sequence number

4.4.2.1
General

The network NAS COUNT shall be initialized to zero in the first SECURITY MODE COMMAND when a new security context is activated following a successful authentication and key agreement (AKA) procedure. The UE NAS COUNT shall be initialized to zero when the UE receives the first SECURITY MODE COMMAND message after a successful AKA procedure and uses it in the following SECURITY MODE COMPLETE message.

Editor's note: How the NAS COUNT shall be handled after handover from UTRAN/GERAN to E-UTRAN is FFS.

After each new or retransmitted outbound NAS message, the sender shall always increase the NAS COUNT number by one. Specifically, the NAS sequence number is increased by one, and if the result is zero (due to wrap around), the NAS overflow counter is also incremented by one (see 4.4.2.5).

Editor's note: Other general details are FFS.

4.4.2.2
Replay protection

Replay protection shall be supported for received NAS messages both in the MME and the UE. However, since the realization of replay protection does not affect the interoperability between nodes, no specific mechanism is required for implementation.

Replay protection must assure that one and the same NAS message is not accepted twice by the receiver. Specifically, for a given NAS security context, a given NAS COUNT value shall be accepted at most one time and only if message integrity verifies correctly.

4.4.2.3
Integrity protection and verification

The sender shall use its locally stored NAS COUNT as input to the integrity protection algorithm.

The receiver shall use the NAS sequence number included in the received message and an estimate for the NAS overflow counter to form the NAS COUNT input to the integrity verification algorithm.

Editor's note: Other details of integrity protection and verification are FFS.

4.4.2.4
Ciphering and deciphering

The sender shall use its locally stored NAS COUNT as input to the ciphering algorithm.

The receiver shall use the NAS sequence number included in the received message and an estimate for the NAS overflow counter (OC) to from the NAS COUNT input to the deciphering algorithm.

Editor's note: Other details of ciphering and deciphering are FFS.

4.4.2.5
NAS COUNT wrap around

If, when increasing the NAS COUNT as specified above, the MME detects that its NAS COUNT is "close" to wrap around, (close to 224), the MME shall initiate a new AKA procedure with the UE, leading to a new established NAS security context and the NAS COUNT being reset to 0 in both the UE and the MME when the new NAS security context is activated as discussed above.

Similarly, the MME shall initiate an AKA procedure if it detects that the UE's uplink NAS COUNT is close to wrap around. If for some reason a new KASME has not been established using AKA before the NAS COUNT wraps around, the node (MME or UE) in need of sending a new or retransmit NAS message shall instead release the NAS signalling connection.

* * * Next Change * * * *

5.4.2.3
Authentication response by the UE

The UE shall respond to an AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message. With the exception of the cases described in subclause 5.4.2.6, the UE shall process the authentication challenge data and respond with an AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message to the network.

Upon a successful EPS authentication challenge, the new KASME calculated from the authentication challenge data shall overwrite the previous KASME.

The USIM will compute the authentication response (RES) using the authentication challenge data received from the ME, and pass RES to the ME.


In order to avoid a synchronisation failure, when the UE receives an AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message, the UE shall store the received RAND together with the RES returned from the USIM in the volatile memory. When the UE receives a subsequent AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message, if the stored RAND value is equal to the new received value in the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message, then the UE shall not pass the RAND to the USIM, but shall send the AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message with the stored RES. If there is no valid stored RAND in the UE or the stored RAND is different from the new received value in the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message, the UE shall pass the RAND to the USIM, shall override any previously stored RAND and RES with the new ones and start, or reset and restart timer T3416.

The RAND and RES values stored in the UE shall be deleted and timer T3416, if running, shall be stopped:

-
upon receipt of a

-
SECURITY MODE COMMAND,

-
SERVICE REJECT,

-
TRACKING AREA UPDATE REJECT, or

-
AUTHENTICATION REJECT message;

-
upon expiry of timer T3416; or

-
if the UE enters the EMM state EMM-DEREGISTERED or EMM-NULL.

* * * Next Change * * * *

5.4.2.6
Authentication not accepted by the UE

In an EPS authentication challenge, the UE shall check the authenticity of the core network by means of the AUTN parameter received in the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message. This enables the UE to detect a false network.

During an EPS authentication procedure, the UE may reject the core network due to an incorrect AUTN parameter (see 3GPP TS 33.401 [11]). This parameter contains two possible causes for authentication failure:

a)
MAC code failure:


If the UE finds the MAC code (supplied by the core network in the AUTN parameter) to be invalid, the UE shall send an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message to the network, with the reject cause #20, "MAC failure". The UE shall then follow the procedure described in subclause 5.4.2.7 (c).

b)
SQN failure:


If the UE finds the SQN (supplied by the core network in the AUTN parameter) to be out of range, the UE shall send an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message to the network, with the reject cause #21, "synch failure" and a re-synchronization token AUTS provided by the USIM (see 3GPP TS 33.102 [10]). The UE shall then follow the procedure described in subclause 5.4.2.7 (d).

Editor's note: It is FFS under which conditions, if any, the UE will accept a UMTS authentication challenge via E‑UTRAN.

If the UE returns an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message to the network, the UE shall delete any previously stored RAND and RES and shall stop timer T3416, if running.

5.4.2.7
Abnormal cases

a)
Lower layer failure:


Upon detection of lower layer failure before the AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE is received, the network shall abort the procedure.

b)
Expiry of timer T3460:


The network shall, on the first expiry of the timer T3460, retransmit the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST and shall reset and start timer T3460. This retransmission is repeated four times, i.e. on the fifth expiry of timer T3460, the network shall abort the authentication procedure and any ongoing EMM specific procedure and release the NAS signalling connection.

c)
Authentication failure (reject cause #20, "MAC failure"):


The UE shall send an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, with reject cause "MAC failure" according to subclause 5.4.2.6, to the network and start timer T3418. Furthermore, the UE shall stop any of the retransmission timers that are running (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430). Upon the first receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with reject cause "MAC failure", the network may initiate the identification procedure described in subclause 5.4.4. This is to allow the network to obtain the IMSI from the UE. The network may then check that the GUTI originally used in the authentication challenge corresponded to the correct IMSI. Upon receipt of the IDENTITY REQUEST message from the network, the UE shall send the IDENTITY RESPONSE message.

NOTE 1:
Upon receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with reject cause "MAC failure", the network may also terminate the authentication procedure (see subclause 5.4.2.5).


If the GUTI/IMSI mapping in the network was incorrect, the network should respond by sending a new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message to the UE. Upon receiving the new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message from the network, the UE shall stop the timer T3418, if running, and then process the challenge information as normal.


If the network is validated successfully (an AUTHENTICATION REQUEST that contains a valid SQN and MAC is received), the UE shall send the AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message to the network and shall start any retransmission timers (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430) if they were running and stopped when the UE received the first failed AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message.


If the UE receives the second AUTHENTICATION REQUEST while T3418 is running, and the MAC value cannot be resolved or the message contains an EPS authentication challenge, the UE shall follow the procedure specified in this subclause (c), starting again from the beginning. If the SQN is invalid, the UE shall proceed as specified in (d).


It can be assumed that the source of the authentication challenge is not genuine (authentication not accepted by the UE) if any of the following occur:

-
after sending the AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message with the reject cause "MAC failure" the timer T3418 expires;

-
the UE detects any combination of the authentication failures: "MAC failure" and "invalid SQN", during three consecutive authentication challenges. The authentication challenges shall be considered as consecutive only, if the authentication challenges causing the second and third authentication failure are received by the UE, while the timer T3418 or T3420 started after the previous authentication failure is running.


When it has been deemed by the UE that the source of the authentication challenge is not genuine (i.e. authentication not accepted by the UE), the UE shall proceed as described in (e).
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Figure 5.4.2.7.1: Authentication Failure Procedure (reject cause "MAC failure")

d)
Authentication failure (reject cause #21, "synch failure"):


The UE shall send an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, with reject cause "synch failure", to the network and start the timer T3420. Furthermore, the UE shall stop any of the retransmission timers that are running (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430). Upon the first receipt of an AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message from the UE with the reject cause "synch failure", the network shall use the returned AUTS parameter from the authentication failure parameter IE in the AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message, to re-synchronise. The re-synchronisation procedure requires the MME to delete all unused authentication vectors for that IMSI and obtain new vectors from the HSS. When re-synchronisation is complete, the network shall initiate the authentication procedure. Upon receipt of the AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message, the UE shall stop the timer T3420, if running.

NOTE 2:
Upon receipt of two consecutive AUTHENTICATION FAILURE messages from the UE with reject cause "synch failure", the network may terminate the authentication procedure by sending an AUTHENTICATION REJECT message.


If the network is validated successfully (a new AUTHENTICATION REQUEST is received which contains a valid SQN and MAC) while T3420 is running, the UE shall send the AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message to the network and shall start any retransmission timers (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430), if they were running and stopped when the UE received the first failed AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message.


If the UE receives the second AUTHENTICATION REQUEST while T3420 is running, and the MAC value cannot be resolved or the message contains an EPS authentication challenge, the UE shall proceed as specified in (c); if the SQN is invalid, the UE shall follow the procedure specified in this subclause (d), starting again from the beginning.


The UE shall deem that the network has failed the authentication check and proceed as described in (e) if any of the following occurs:

-
the timer T3420 expires;

-
the UE detects any combination of the authentication failures: "MAC failure" or "invalid SQN", during three consecutive authentication challenges. The authentication challenges shall be considered as consecutive only if the authentication challenges causing the second and third authentication failure are received by the UE while the timer T3418 or T3420 started after the previous authentication failure is running.


[image: image2.wmf] 

UE

 

Network

 

AUTHENTICATION REQUEST

 

Start T3460

 

AUTH FAILURE (cause=’

Synch

 failure’)

 

Stop T3460

 

Perform 

 

Re

-

Synch 

with HSS

 

AUTHENTICATION

 REQUEST

 

AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE

 

Start T34

20

 

Stop T3420

 


Figure 5.4.2.7.2: Authentication Failure Procedure (reject cause "synch failure")

e)
Network failing the authentication check:


If the UE deems that the network has failed the authentication check, then it shall request RRC to locally release the RRC connection and the NAS signalling connection, and treat the active cell as barred (see 3GPP TS 36.331 [14]). The UE shall start any retransmission timers (e.g. T3410, T3417, T3421 or T3430), if they were running and stopped when the UE received the first AUTHENTICATION REQUEST message containing an invalid MAC or SQN.

f)
Transmission failure of AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message or AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message indication from lower layers (if the authentication procedure is triggered by a tracking area updating procedure)


The UE shall re-initiate the tracking area updating procedure.

g)
Transmission failure of AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message or AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message indication with TAI change from lower layers (if the authentication procedure is triggered by a service request procedure)


If the current TAI is not in the TAI list, the authentication procedure shall be aborted and a tracking area updating procedure shall be initiated.


If the current TAI is still part of the TAI list, it is up to the UE implementation how to re-run the ongoing procedure that triggered the authentication procedure.

h)
Transmission failure of AUTHENTICATION RESPONSE message or AUTHENTICATION FAILURE message indication without TAI change from lower layers (if the authentication procedure is triggered by a service request procedure)


It is up to the UE implementation how to re-run the ongoing procedure that triggered the authentication procedure.
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