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1. Overall Description:

CT1 discussed the NAS message concatenation for establishment of multiple EPS bearers. CT1 also acknowledges that this issue was raised in the Reply LS on NAS–AS interaction for dependent procedures from RAN2#62 (R2-082896/C1-083446).

CT1 concluded that the EPS bearer establishment mechanism by sending multiple NAS PDUs in a single downlink S1-AP message and a single downlink RRC message is the most appropriate from the NAS protocol and procedure point of view.

The agreed scheme is as follows.
To establish new EPS bearers an MME sends an S1-AP message that contains a list of (EPS bearer ID, NAS PDU) pairs to an eNodeB. An SAE bearer ID IE per a NAS PDU makes it possible for the eNodeB to associate the radio bearer to be established and the relevant NAS PDU. 
The eNodeB sends an RRC message with a list of NAS PDUs to a UE, when the eNodeB receives the S1-AP message with a list of (EPS bearer ID, NAS PDU) pairs. Note that CT1 does not envisage that EPS bearer ID needs to be paired with NAS PDU in the RRC message. 
CT1 also expects that when the eNodeB cannot set up some radio bearers during multiple EPS bearer establishment, then the eNodeB does not send the NAS PDUs associated to the failed radio bearers to the UE. This would make the UE’s handling of the NAS messages simpler.
By transport of multiple NAS PDUs in a single downlink S1-AP message and a single downlink RRC message, CT1 expects that the signalling load between the UE and the network in the downlink and delay for multiple bearer establishments are reduced, compared to sending multiple S1-AP messages and multiple RRC messages which contain a single NAS PDU.

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly asks RAN2 group to acknowledge the CT1 agreement and to implement required changes to the specification if they do not have concerns about the mechanism described in the LS.
To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly asks RAN3 group to acknowledge the CT1 agreement and to implement required changes to the specification if they do not have concerns about the mechanism described in the LS.
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