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Dear RAN3 colleagues,

SA2 would like to thank RAN3 for the LS on Handover Restriction List signalling (R3-081573).

SA2 understands that RAN3 aligned TS 36.413 with the provisioning of IE Handover Restriction List during X2-based handover as described in TS 23.401. SA2 aligned the TAU handling in connected mode with the idle mode handling, i.e. TAU is always initiated when the UE changes to a unregistered TA, which is liaised in another LS. As a consequence, the Handover Restriction List is no longer necessary in the PATH SWITCH REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, since the Handover Restriction List can be updated in the eNodeB during a TAU in ECM-CONNECTED mode as part of the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT message. SA2 updated the X2-based handover in TS 23.401 accordingly. SA2 assumes that during X2-based handover the Handover Restriction List is forwarded from source eNB to target eNB, transparently for the CN.

SA2 also sees that in a scenario when the S1-based handover includes a change of MME, the new MME may need to alter the Handover Restriction List based on subscription information. Since the HSS interaction is handled as part of the TAU procedure, it is not always possible for the new MME to provide the target eNodeB with a correct IE Handover Restriction List as part of the message HANDOVER REQUEST, however the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT carrying the TAU Accept will in this case be used to provide the target eNodeB with an IE Handover Restriction List.

SA2 also sees the scenario when there is no TAU performed after an IRAT handover from GERAN/UTRAN to E-UTRAN, due to the ISR functionality. This may happen when the UE is already registered in E-UTRAN when the IRAT handover to E-UTRAN takes place. The Handover Restriction List is provided to the eNodeB in the HANDOVER REQUEST message always when Handover Restriction information is available in the target MME. 

Therefore it shall be possible for the target eNodeB to receive the Handover Restriction List both with the HANDOVER REQUEST and with the DOWNLINK NAS TRANSPORT messages. 

SA2 thinks that it is not necessary to update the Handover Restriction List in the eNodeB when the UE does not change its TA. It is sufficient to update the Handover Restriction List in the eNodeB the next time a TAU is performed, or to release the UE to ECM-IDLE. 

2. Actions:

To RAN3

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests RAN3 to take the above information in account.
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