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6.2.5.1
Attach procedure

6.2.5.1.1
General

The attach procedure is used to attach for packet services in EPS. With a successful attach procedure, a context is established for the UE in the MME, and a default bearer is established between the UE and the PDN GW, thus enabling always-on IP connectivity to the UE.

In a shared network, the UE shall choose one of the PLMN identities broadcast in the cell for the attach procedure. The selected network shall be indicated by the UE to the eNodeB.

6.2.5.1.2
Attach procedure initiation

In state EMM-DEREGISTERED , The UE initiates the attach procedure by sending an ATTACH REQUEST message to the MME and enters state EMM-REGISTERED-INITIATED. The UE shall include in the ATTACH REQUEST message a valid S-TMSI, if available, and the tracking area identity associated with the S-TMSI. If there is no valid S-TMSI available, the UE shall include the IMSI in the ATTACH REQUEST message.

If available, the UE shall also include information about the IP address allocation as specified in subclause 5.1.3.

Editor's note: It is FFS whether the UE provides the APN information in the ATTACH REQUEST message.

6.2.5.1.3
Identification and authentication

During the attach procedure, the MME may initiate an identification procedure, in order to request IMSI information from the UE. The MME may also initiate an authentication procedure and may setup security mode.
6.2.5.1.4
Attach accepted by the network

If the attach request is accepted by the network, the MME shall send an ATTACH ACCEPT message to the UE. 

The MME shall assign and include the list of tracking areas the UE is registered to in the ATTACH ACCEPT message. The UE, receiving an ATTACH ACCEPT message, shall delete its old list of tracking areas and store the received list of tracking areas, enter state EMM-REGISTERED.
The S-TMSI reallocation may be part of the attach procedure. When the ATTACH REQUEST message includes the IMSI or when the MME considers the S-TMSI provided by the UE is invalid, the MME shall allocate the S-TMSI to the UE. The MME shall include in the ATTACH ACCEPT message the new assigned S-TMSI together with the list of assigned tracking areas. The MME shall, in this case, change to state EMM-COMMON-PROCEDURE-INITIATED
If the ATTACH ACCEPT message contains an S-TMSI, the UE shall use this S-TMSI as the new temporary identity and shall send an ATTACH COMPLETE message to the MME. The UE shall delete its old S-TMSI and store the new assigned S-TMSI. If no S-TMSI has been included by the MME in the ATTACH ACCEPT message, the old S-TMSI, if any available, shall be kept. 
The MME shall include in the ATTACH ACCEPT message the PDN address assigned to the UE by the PDN GW, if available. This address shall be used for the default bearer and any dedicated bearer established towards the same PDN.

The MME may include an IPv6 address of the PDN GW in the ATTACH ACCEPT message, for further use with host based mobility. In addition to the IPv6 address, the MME may also include an IPv4 address of the PDN GW.
The MME receiving an ATTACH COMPLETE message  changes to EMM-REGISTERED state
Editor's note: The conditions under which a PDN GW address is delivered by the MME are FFS. Whether this IP address is delivered only if host based mobility is used or in any case is FFS. Whether this depends on UE IP version capabilities is FFS.

6.2.5.1.5             Attach not accepted by the network

If the attach request cannot be accepted by the network, an ATTACH REJECT message is transferred to the UE.
