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1. Overall Description:

CT1 thanks SA2 for their LS on “identifying Alias Identities”.
1. Regarding alias definition CT1 acknowledges the clarification given by SA2, although discussing the issue raised further concerns.

Please note that TS 24.229 has included alias definition already in Rel-6, which did not mandate identical service data configured for each and every service (referred as 'Rel-6 alias' in this LS).
In Rel-6 CT1 has used the Rel-6 aliases to provide a second identity (tel URI to the already included SIP URI) for the sender of the SIP request (see TS 24.229, subclause 5.4.3.2) and SIP response (see TS 24.229, subclause 5.4.3.3). Note that this procedure affects S-CSCF only.
Note that even using the less strict Rel-6 alias definition it is not always possible to add a second identity with a tel URI for each SIP URI. By introducing further requirements, i.e., mandating identical service data configured for each and every service, the chances to add an alias identity are further reduced: assuming that different SIP URIs has different service data configured for some service (even though they are in the same service profile) the tel URI can be added only for one of the SIP URIs. As a consequence if another SIP URI is used to initiate a call and the call is routed to CS network, it will be an anonymous call even though the user provided the SIP URI.

Service data are stored at application servers as well, including external application servers. As the Sh interface is not available for external application servers, either a SIP based solution (not available) or network management procedures are needed to make AS aware of the alias grouping. Furthermore, a new solution will not work for Rel-6 application servers.

Note that Rel-6 alias definition does not imply any requirement for the application servers: changes in service data do not affect Rel-6 alias property.

2. Regarding stage 3 solutions in Rel-7 timeframe, current procedures in TS 24.229 do not support the alias usage extended by the identical service data configured for each and every service. Besides the missing SIP protocol solution that may be necessary for external application servers (and UE), CT1 identified missing procedures (see also attached discussion paper) in:

-
S-CSCF. Assuming that the new grouping information is received as part of the subscriber profile through the Cx interface, it has no big impact on CT1 specification;

-
AS. It must be ensured that user cannot modify the service data settings of user identities in an alias group independently. Note that Rel-6 application servers do not have such procedures.
3. Regarding alias identity information in the UE

Currently there is no protocol solution available to provide alias grouping information to UE.
Note that Rel-6 alias property is not known to the UE either.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
3GPP CT1 kindly asks SA2 to take note of the above given information and reconsider requirements for the grouping of alias identities, the timeframe of those requirements, and whether this grouping is seen necessary for the procedures where CT1 has used the Rel-6 alias definition. Furthermore CT1 asks if SA2 sees a need to replace the Rel-6 alias definition by the new grouping or the Rel-6 alias can be kept as well.
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