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*******     First modified section    *******
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11.3.7
Uplink and Downlink management

11.3.7.1
Uplink transmission management

The downlink FACCH channel shall be used to indicate whether the uplink is in use.

If a request to talk is made by the user and the uplink has been free the mobile station shall start to transmit UPLINK_ACCESS messages as defined in the 3GPP TS 44.018.

If an VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT message is received by the mobile station with a different request reference than that of the access made by the mobile station, the mobile station shall not signal for a further 1 s.
If in this time the uplink becomes busy, and if the network does not support the use of talker priorities, the mobile station shall indicate to the user that the access has been denied.
If in this time the uplink becomes busy, and if the network supports the use of talker priorities, and
· if the mobile station has included a talker priority “normal subscriber request” in the uplink access message, it shall indicate to the user that the access has been denied;

· otherwise, it shall read the current talker’s priority contained in the UPLINK_BUSY message, and compare this talker priority with the talker priority included in the mobile station’s uplink access message. And
· if the current talker’s priority is equal or higher, the mobile station shall indicate to the user that the access has been denied;
· otherwise, it shall resend the uplink access message.
The user shall be provided with a short indication immediately after the reception of the VGCS_UPLINK_GRANT which indicates that he can speak. Contention caused by simultaneous access messages on the uplink of the voice group call channel shall be resolved as for standard random access procedures. If the uplink access is rejected a further indication shall be provided to the user to inform him that his access attempt was not successful.

The network then shall send an UPLINK_BUSY message on the FACCH of the voice group call channel downlink in all cells involved in the group call.

Signalling messages for call establishment and termination on the voice group call channel shall then only apply for the mobile station currently using the uplink. All other mobile stations shall not respond to this downlink signalling. Once the request to talk is over, this shall be indicated to the network by the mobile station, an UPLINK_FREE message is broadcast on all FACCHs in the group call area.
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