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1. Overall Description:

GERAN WG2 has reviewed the LS on Service based inter-system handover from CN1/CT1 and would like to provide the following answers and comments.

4. CN1 kindly asks SA2 and GERAN2 whether the proposed change (N1-050398) is in line with actual stage 2 specifications and GERAN stage 3 specifications.
GERAN WG2 understand that the action expected by the network is to trigger an inter-system handover to UTRAN, as long as the network is informed by any means that the MS/UE is not supporting the transparent bearer services in GSM, but only in UMTS. On the network side, the "service based handover" mechanism (see 3GPP TS 48.008 § 8.1.1) is typically allowing the expected behaviour, i.e. triggering a directed retry "if the service requested by the subscriber cannot be provided by GSM, but by another RAT".
GERAN WG2 would like to be informed of the solution agreed by CT1 to eventually determine whether it would bring any impact to our specifications or not.
5. CN1 welcomes any additional guidance from SA2 and GERAN2 regarding the statements and assumptions provided above.
GERAN WG2 would like to know CT1 opinion about a possible risk of interoperability issue for a legacy 2G MSCs receiving a SETUP with a Bearer Capability encoded as proposed in the CN1 draft CR to 24.008, as the BC IE is expected, as per current specification, to be encoded "according to A/Gb mode call control requirements". The currently defined exceptions apply for mobiles "not supporting A/Gb mode and GERAN Iu mode", i.e. necessarily accessing a 3G MSC through UTRAN, while it is aimed to extend the above encoding exceptions to a dual mode MS/UE accessing a 2G MSC through GERAN.

GERAN WG2 would also like to know CT1 opinion about the alternative to add in the SETUP a new optional information element of "comprehension required" type (TS 3GPP 24.007) for the purpose of requesting a transparent bearer services in UMTS while the MS/UE is attached in a GSM radio network. It is felt that a MSC not having implemented this new IE would reply with a RELEASE COMPLETE message (TS 3GPP 24.008 sub-clause 8.5.2).
2. Actions:

GERAN WG2 kindly ask CT1 to consider the above answers and to update GERAN WG2 with any information resulting from further CT1 investigations.
3. Date of Next TSG GERAN WG2 Meetings:

TSG GERAN WG2 Meeting #24bis
May 23 - 27, 2005
Québec, Canada
TSG GERAN WG2 Meeting #25
June 21 - 23, 2005
Montreal, Canada
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