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Abstract of document:

The present document provides a study into providing a SIP-I based Nc interface (G)MSC-S - (G)MSC-S as an alternative to the existing BICC definition.  The document covers the functional description, network architecture and protocol definition for the SIP-I based solution.  The contents of this report when stable shall be moved into a Technical Specification 3GPP TS ab.cde along with modifications to existing specifications.
Outstanding Issues:

Expected Completion Date and Presentation to Plenary for Approval:  CT#36

1. Completion of Codec Negotiation mechanism to enable OoBTC.

2. Basic Mobile Terminating Call procedures (call flows are complete)

3. Call Clearing Procedures (call flows are complete)

4. Handover/Relocation Procedures and Call Flows

5. Interworking between SIP-I based Nc interface and 3GPP IMS

Contentious Issues:

Codec Negotiation mechanism has proved contentious.  The IETF Offer/Answer model described in RFC 3264 does not provide equivalent functionality as the BICC-based Nc interface in terms of allowing a Selected Codec and Available Codec List to be agreed by originating and terminating nodes.  This functionality is required for selecting an optimal new local access codec during a handover to another (radio) access type that may support other codecs.  Variations and Enhancements of the Offer/Answer model have been discussed at length, with a conclusion viewed imminently.
