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1 Introduction

The GSMA GRX Evolution working group, is a special group that has been set‑up to look at how the GPRS Roaming eXchange network can be enhanced to support future GSM/UMTS IP based services. Within this work, the GRX Evolution working group is looking at how IMS based services can be interworked, including (but not necessarily limited to) commercial requirements, technical requirements, and charging requirements.

2 Discussion

It has come to the attention of the GSMA GRX Evolution working group that in order to meet all such requirements, services must be easily identifiable. In the most part, analysis of the Application Layer protocol is sufficient. However, where such services utilise the same Application Layer protocol, identification of the service becomes more complex. This seems to be especially true for IMS based services.

The GSMA GRX Evolution working group is aware of work being done within the 3GPP TSG‑CT WG1 on "IMS communication service identifier". The aim of such a feature is to provide easy identification of end user services within IMS. However, it also seems apparent that progress on this feature is currently slow at the moment, with little head way being made in the last 12 months.

The GSMA GRX Evolution working group would therefore like to highlight the fact that GSMA sees a strong need for such work to be completed, especially in the 3GPP Rel‑7 time‑frame. Such a feature is deemed as very important to GSMA member operators in providing smooth interworking for IMS based services across the evolved GRX network.

3 Actions

To 3GPP TSG‑CT WG1:

GSMA GRX Evolution WG kindly ask 3GPP TSG‑CT WG1 to continue to progress the work on the "IMS communication service identifier".

To 3GPP TSG‑CT:

GSMA GRX Evolution WG kindly ask 3GPP TSG‑CT to be aware of the strong desire of GSMA member operators to have the "IMS communication service identifier" feature delivered in 3GPP Rel‑7, in order to meet the aforementioned requirements. If delivery of the feature is not possible within Rel‑7, GSMA GRX Evolution WG requests to be informed at the earliest convenience.
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High Level Document Summary: 





This LS aims to raise awareness in 3GPP of the strong requirement within the GSM/UMTS industry of a need for a standardised service tag within IMS.
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