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Transport

Each implementation of the Mc interface should provide the appropriate protocol options: MTP3B as defined in ITU-T Recommendation Q.2210 [11] (for ATM signalling transport) or SCTP as defined in RFC 2960 [12] (for IP signalling transport) and in the case where the signalling relation consists of both ATM signalling transport and IP signalling transport the M3UA protocol layer (3GPP TS 29.202 [13]) shall be added to SCTP to provide interworking. M3UA layer may also be added to SCTP for pure IP signalling transport. As SCTP provides security mechanisms the use of IPsec shall not be used for the Mc interface.  In summary:

1)
For pure IP connections, H.248/SCTP/IP should be used. .In addition, to allow for flexible implementations of gateways and controllers in order to offer efficient use of SCTP associations the M3UA layer may also be added on top of SCTP

2)
For pure ATM connections, H.248/MTP3b/SSCF/SSCOP/AAL5/ATM should be used.
3)
For mixed IP&ATM connections, H.248/M3UA/SCTP/IP shall be used as the IP transport.
For a BICC network with IP transport and IPBCP is transported within H.248 messages, text encoding is not recommended to be used on Mc interface until ITU has resolved the contradiction in RFC2327 [xx] and H.248.1 [10] on the usage of CR (ASCII carriage return 0x0d) and/or LF (ASCII newline 0x0a) characters e.g. in SDP these Characters are missing when using the currently specified "quotedString" type.
********************
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