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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG CN WG4 thank the European Numbering Forum for the liaison statement which was sent by email to the CN4 chairman (see document N4-021472, attached). We have now received guidance from our colleagues in 3GPP TSG SA WG1 (responsible for setting the 3GPP service requirements) and 3GPP TSG SA WG2 (responsible for the 3GPP architecture).

The guidance from our colleagues is that although there are service profiles for which the traffic could be handled satisfactorily without the need for the terminal/subscription to have an E.164 number to identify it, the "back office" systems which network operators use for billing, customer care and retail systems rely heavily on the use of an E.164 number to identify a subscription, and as a result the use of an E.164 number to identify every subscription is very widespread in the 3GPP specification set. To depart from this principle would require a large amount of work to update the 3GPP specification set, and there is no evidence yet that the penetration of terminals which do not need an E.164 number to support their traffic handling is high enough to justify this updating work.

Based on this guidance, 3GPP TSG CN WG4 recommend to the European Numbering Forum that they do not assume that the 3GPP specification set will depart in the near future from the principle that every subscription has at least one E.164 number associated with it.

2. Actions:

To the European Numbering Forum.

ACTION:
3GPP TSG CN WG4 ask the European Numbering Forum to take note of the recommendation in the third paragraph above.
3. Date of Next CN4 Meetings:

CN4 #20
25th August – 29th August 2003
Sophia Antipolis, FRANCE
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27th October – 31st October 2003
CHINA

