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Background

There seem to be some inconsistency concerning the use of Cause #8 “GPRS services and non-GPRS services not allowed” in different cases of ‘GPRS Attach and Routing Area Update’ not accepted by the network in TS 24.008 and TS 29.010.

In TS 24.008, section 4.7.3.1.4 ‘GPRS attach not accepted by the network’ (i.e. non-combined Attach), it is currently stated that cause #8 could be used. This is contradictory to Annex G.6, which states that it shall be sent to the MS if it requests a combined IMSI attach for GPRS and non-GPRS services, but is not allowed to operate either of them.

In TS 29.010 it is specified that network can return cause #8 for both normal Routing area update and combined Routing Area Update, but in TS 24.008 it is specified only for combined RAU.

If a network was to send cause #8 to the MS in the above-mentioned instances of non-combined Attach and Normal RAU, the MS, following the specified action for Cause #8, will consider the SIM as invalid for both GPRS and non-GPRS services until switching off or removal of the SIM. That means the MS will be blocked for both CS and PS services, even though these non-combined procedures were in relation to PS only. Blocking the MS from having CS services in such instances is wrong.

Proposal

1. Correct the error in TS 24.008 by removing the use of Cause #8 from section 4.7.3.1.4 ‘GPRS attach not accepted by the network’.

2. Correct the error in TS 29.010 by removing Cause #8 from the normal ‘Routing Area Update’ case.

CR’s are provided to CN1 and CN4 respectively to correct these errors.

