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1. Overall Description:

S2 have discussed of a potential interworking problem between R97 and R99 at the Inter SGSN Routeing Area Update procedure.

In GPRS Tunneling Protocol (GTP) version 1 "PDP Context Identifier" is one of the Session Management parameters transfered between SGSNs at the Inter SGSN Routeing Area Update, but in GTP version 0 this parameter is not defined. 

In case of Inter-SGSN RAU, when the old SGSN supports only GTPv0, the ‘PDP Context Identifier’  is not given to the new R99 SGSN. Therefore the new SGSN would get a set of PDP contexts without PDP IDs. 

The problem appears in case of subsequent Inter-SGSN RAU to a third SGSN supporting GTP v1, as it is not specified how R99 SGSN should set the "PDP Context Identifier" of a PDP Context in this case. 

One manufacturer proposed to clarify that when an inter-SGSN RA update procedure is performed from a first SGSN that supports only GTP v0 to a second SGSN that supports GTP v1, and the second SGSN does not have a valid PDP Context Identifier, it shall use value 255 to indicate this.

Currently S2 is not able to make any firm recommendations because it is uncertain of what purposes the "PDP Context Identifier" is used for and why it is transferred in GTPv1, but not in GTPv0. 

NOTE: Spec 23.060 describe compatibility issues in subclause 11.1.1 Interactions Between GTPv0 (R97) and GTPv1 (R99).

2. Actions:

To CN4 group.

CN4 is kindly requested to clarify following issues:

· the use of "PDP Context Identifier" 

· why it is transferred in GTPv1, but not in GTPv0. 

S2 also request CN4 to consider:

· the proposal  to use value 255 to indicate PDP Context Identifier is not known.

· What specifications should be clarified 
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