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1. Description:

SA2 would like to thank CN4 for their liaison statement on the use of IPv4 and IPv6 in the transport plane (N4-020524). SA2 have further discussed the relevance of IPv6 transport in pre-R5 GSNs in the light of the recent findings related to hand over of PDP contexts between GSNs supporting different IP versions. Since according to R99 and R4 standards it is not possible to hand over PDP contexts between an SGSN supporting only IPv4 transport and an SGSN supporting IPv6 transport (whether dual-stack or not), it is clear that IPv6 cannot be used in such environment. The only situation where IPv6 transport could be used in a pre-R5 GSN is when all GSNs in the PLMN, and in all adjacent PLMNs to which PDP contexts can potentially be handed over, support IPv6.

SA2 have therefore agreed to add a recommendation in 23.060 for R99 and R4 not to use IPv6 transport when the GSNs can potentially communicate with other GSNs supporting only IPv4 transport. The same statement applies to the RNCs concerning the Iu interface. The approved CRs to 23.060 are attached for your information.

From a standards point of view this means that interworking with pre-R5 GSNs or RNCs supporting IPv6 transport plane does not need to be considered in the specifications.

2. Actions:

CN4 are kindly asked to consider this working assumption in their work.

3. Date of Next SA2 Meetings:
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