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1. Overall Description:

TSG CN WG3 thank TSG RAN WG3 for their LS R3-011301 “Protocol Stack for an IP based Iu-cs”. 

TSG_CN WG3 would first like to make the remark that to avoid any useless inter-working between the protocol stack on Iu and the protocol stack on Nb, especially in the case where TrFO applies, the same transport stack has to be used on Nb and Iu below the Iu CS framing protocol. This saves processing power in the MGW and hence cost of the network and transit delay.

The arguments for choosing RTP (as opposed to other alternatives such as GTP) as transport protocol for the CS domain framing protocol are :

1.1 Control plane: Convergence with already defined BICC standard

· to be conform with the underlying transport protocol defined by BICC CS2 

· to use the MGW <--> MGW Bearer Control Protocol (IPBCP that is implicitly defined for “RTP bearers” establishment/modification) as defined by BICC CS2. 

1.2 User plane: more standard and efficient switching (UDP port / IP address)

The IP-UDP port switching (required by an RTP transport) is (as opposed to other alternatives such as GTP) both slightly more efficient (less protocol layers to be considered by the switching function) and more standard: the same switching function could e.g. be used in a MGW used by the IMS or by a MGW used in fixed NGN environment.

More detailed arguments are provided in the attached Tdoc N3-010202

2. Actions:

To TSG_RAN WG3 group.

ACTION: 
TSG CN WG3 asks TSG_RAN WG3 group to consider the above argumentation and would kindly suggest that for Iu CS the same Protocol Stack is used as for the Nb protocol (including usage of RTP below  the CS domain framing protocol). Definition of Nb protocol stack is given in  29.414
3. Date of Next CN3 Meetings:

CN3_18
9th – 13th July 2001
Dresden, Germany.
CN3_19
15th – 19th October 2001
U.K.
4. Attachments:
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