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1.
Introduction

1.1
The terms of reference for Committee 4 are contained in Document 122.
1.2
Committee 4 (Structure and Work Programme) held four meetings on 29 September and on 3 and 4 October 2000, under the Chairmanship of Mr. S. Kano (Japan) assisted by the Vice-Chairmen: Mr. A. Sarma (Germany) and Mr. D. Sidor (USA).

1.3
The meetings took into account the documents allocation to C-4 given in TD/3 and the issues listed in DT/13(Rev.1).

2.
Study Groups Structure

The Study Groups Structure, Mandates, Questions etc. were discussed taking into account, as a basis, the Documents 29 and 30 (TSB Director) showing the reports of TSAG on this subject. The final results are shown in the Report of Committee 7 containing the revised WTSA Resolution 2.

2.1 Special Study Group on IMT-2000 and beyond (SSG IMT)

The following agreements were reached:

2.1.1 To establish a new Special Study Group on IMT-2000 and beyond (SSG IMT).

2.1.2 It has the status of a regular ITU-T Study Group to prepare and approve Recommendations.  In addition, it can operate in accordance with the provisional working procedures specified in (draft) Recommendation A.pwp (See Document 170/COM 4-R 2), which is applicable only to this Special Study Group.

2.1.3 Relevant sections of (draft) Resolution 2 (See Document COM 4-R 3) specify its title, general areas of study, lead study group role, points of guidance, list of Recommendations under its responsibility.

2.1.3.1 Four Questions are allocated to this Special Study Group as the first set of Questions (See Document COM 4-R 4).  Proposals to slightly modify them and to add one more Question were made, but lack of time prevented COM4 from studying them carefully.  It was agreed to defer further discussion to subsequent TSAG meetings.

2.2
Inter-Study Groups Issues

The following agreements were reached:

a)
Study Group 12 is retained and is the “Lead Study Group on Quality of Service and Performance” (Document 22). The meeting agreed to move the Question G/12 to SG 9.

c)
Study Group 7 is retained as in Document 12.

These agreements were reached on the following condition that WTSA 2000 requests strongly the Director of TSB to schedule the meetings of Special SG IMT-2000 and beyond, SG 11, SG 7 and SG 10 in this order either concurrently or consecutively to facilitate the participation of experts in protocol, languages and software.  The details should be worked among TSB Director and Chairmen of relevant Study Groups.

2.3
Individual Study Groups titles, mandates, Questions, etc.

The following agreements were reached:

SG 2
All the SG 12 Questions proposed to be transferred from SG 12 by TSAG (Document 29) will be deleted from the list of Questions allocated to SG 2. and are retained in SG 12.  Questions H, I and J/13 proposed to be transferred by TSAG (Document 29) will be retained in SG 13.

SG 3:
COM 4 endorsed the agreement of COM 3 to create a new Arab Regional Tariff Group.  The issue concerning the membership was not discussed in COM 4 as it was out of its terms of reference.  With regard to Question B/3, it was agreed to start the 5th bullet item of Clause 2 in Document 4, with the following text: “ Depending on the decision of Council, to review the relevant….”.

SG.4:
COM 4 endorsed the proposal agreed by TSAG, including the transfer of the old Q. D/7 to SG 4 as Q.S/4.

SG 5:
COM 4 endorsed the proposal agreed by TSAG.

SG 6:
COM 4 endorsed the proposal agreed by TSAG.

SG 7:
COM 4 endorsed the proposal agreed by TSAG, including the transfer of the old Question D/7 to SG 4 as Q.S/4.

SG 8:
SG 8 will not be continued.  Questions A, B and C/8, allocated to SG 16 as separate Questions (Document 29) are merged as a new Question X/16.  Question D/8 was considered to be covered by Question E/16 of Study Group 16, and was agreed not to list it as a separate Question in SG 16.  (See Documents COM 4-R 3 and R 4).
SG 9:
COM 4 endorsed the proposal agreed by TSAG, agreed the proposal in Document 67 to append a note to Question M/9 (See Document COM 4-R 4).  The title of the Study Group 9 was changed to: “Integrated broadband cable networks and television and sound transmission”.  Question G/12 is moved to SG 9.

SG 10:
COM 4 endorsed the proposal agreed by TSAG.

SG 11:
COM 4 agreed to transfer Questions D/11 and F/11 to SSG IMT, and to revise G/11 and J/11 as a result of transferring part of them to the new SSG IMT.  (See COM 4-R 3 and R 4).
SG 12:
COM 4 decided to retain Study Group 12 with its Questions as proposed by SG 12 in Document 22.  However, Question G/12 is moved to SG 9, while Q.H/12 stays in SG 12, although TSAG proposed it to be moved to SG 16.  COM 4 agreed the amendments in DT/24. The title will remain the same as the previous Study Period. (See COM 4-R 3 and R 4).
SG 13:
COM 4 endorsed the proposal agreed by TSAG except that Questions. H, I and J/13 will be retained in SG13 and not to be transferred to SG 2.

SG 15:
COM 4 endorsed the proposal agreed by TSAG, including the transfer of Questions. F and K/13 from SG 13 to SG 15.  The editorial amendment in DT/14 has been agreed.  The Spanish version of Documents 29 and 30 for the title of SG 15 has to read: “ Redes de transporte de fibra optica y otras redes de transporte” same change has to be made in the same spanish version by adding “ redes de transporte” after “ otras” in the first sentence.

SG 16:
COM 4 endorsed the proposal agreed by TSAG.  Old Questions A, B and C/8 transferred from SG 8 to SG 16 were integrated into a new Q.X/16.  Q.D/8 transferred from SG 8 was deleted as its studies are already covered by Q.E/16.
Special Study Group on IMT-2000 and Beyond: See Section 2.1 of this Report.
3.
B- and C-series Recommendations

The Committee approved the proposal of TSAG in Documents 29 and 32.  For the Deleted Recommendation C.1, it was confirmed to transfer not only the responsibility but also its text as well as its maintenance of to ITU-D.  In response to the request from the Delegate of Syria, Section 7 (Proposals regarding the B and C-series Recommendations) of Document 32 is reproduced as an attachment to this report.

4.
Resolutions

4.1
Existing Resolutions

The Committee 4 approved the proposal of TSAG for the following Resolutions: revision of Res. 18 and deletion of Res. 28. The revised Resolution 2 is in Document COM 4-R 3 issued by Committee 7.

4.2
New Resolutions

The Committee 4 agreed to propose to WTSA 2000 the adoption of the following two new Resolutions:

Resolution [C]:
See COM 4-R 5

Resolution [X6]:
See COM 4-R 6.
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(Reproduction of Section 7 of Document 32)

7
Proposals regarding the B and C-series Recommendations

At its last meeting (Geneva, 7-14 June 2000), TSAG agreed on the following proposals regarding the B and C-series Recommendations.

7.1
B-series Recommendations - Means of expression: definitions, symbols, classification.

	Rec.
	Title
	TSAG proposal

	B.1
	Letter symbols for telecommunications
	Delete

	B.3
	Use of the international system of units (SI)
	Delete

	B.10
	Graphical symbols and rules for the preparation of documentation in telecommunications 
	Delete

	B.11
	Legal time; use of the term UTC
	Transfer to SG 4

	B.12
	Use of the decibel and the neper
	Transfer to SG 12

	B.13
	Terms and definitions
	Delete

	B.14
	Terms and symbols for information quantities in telecommunications
	Delete

	B.15
	Nomenclature of the frequency and wavelength bands used in telecommunications
	Transfer to ITU-R

	B.16
	Use of certain terms linked with physical quantities
	Transfer to ITU-R

	B.17
	Adoption of the CCITT Specification and Description Language (SDL)
	Transfer to SG 10

	B.18
	Traffic intensity unit
	Transfer to SG 2

	B.19
	Abbreviations and initials used in telecommunications
	Delete


7.2
C-series Recommendations - General telecommunication statistics

i)
Recommendation C.1: "Year book of common carrier Telecommunication statistics".
This was transferred to ITU-D/BDT on 10 January 1997. It should therefore be deleted.

ii)
Recommendation C.2 (revised): "Collection, notification and dissemination of official service information" and Recommendation C.3 (revised): "Instructions for international telecommunication services".

Both of these Recommendations should be transferred to Study Group 2, which will decide on appropriate designations.
7.3
The text of draft revised ITU-T Recommendation C.2 is attached for information purposes.

Draft revised ITU-T Recommendation C.2

Recommendation C.2  (10/96)

RECOMMENDATION C.2

Collection, notification and dissemination of official service information

(Helsinki, 1993; Geneva, 1996; Montreal, 2000)
ITU-T,

considering

a)
Article 1 of the ITU Constitution and Article 15 of the ITU Convention;

b)
Article 8 of the International Telecommunication Regulations (Melbourne, 1988);

c)
Resolutions 65 (Kyoto, 1994) and 66 (Rev.Minneapolis, 1998) adopted by the Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union,

recognizing

a)
that the TSB's collection and dissemination of official service information of an administrative, operational, tariff and statistical nature (hereinafter referred to as official service information) assists Administrations and ROAs in their efficient administration and provision respectively of international telecommunication services;

b)
that the ITU Operational Bulletin has provided an effective method of promulgating much of this type of information;

c)
that the decision for ITU-T to collect and to disseminate official service information should be taken with a view to cost-effectiveness as regards the burden both:

–
on Administrations and ROAs in providing the information; and

–
on TSB in the preparation and dissemination of that information;

d)
that ROAs also exchange information of an operational nature directly among themselves, and that in some cases (e.g. where many ROAs are affected) some standardization of the content and/or format of the information exchanged may be desirable,

recommends

that the following general principles should be applied regarding the collection and dissemination of service information, particularly the official service information disseminated by TSB.

1
Service information requirements

1.1
Whenever a study group identifies a new requirement (or the need for a major change in the existing arrangements) for collection and dissemination of service information:

a)
it should consider whether the relevant ROAs (and/or Administrations) should communicate such service information among themselves directly; or

b)
if ITU involvement is desired, the Director of TSB shall be consulted concerning the justification for that involvement, taking into account the perceived market needs, ITU budget considerations, and any other ITU administrative implications before proceeding. 

1.2
In cases a) and b), the requirement should be laid down within ITU-T Recommendations. The relevant Recommendation should specify unambiguously and at least in general terms the nature of the different types of information required. Where appropriate, it may also specify the format, periodicity, entry into effect, and/or procedures for updating the relevant service information.

1.3
In case a), the information exchanged is not regarded as official service information. Nevertheless, in some cases it may be appropriate to specify that each source ROA (or Administration) should supply a copy of the information or a summary of it to TSB.

1.4
Each study group responsible for the maintenance of such Recommendations shall review the relevant provisions at least once towards the end of each period between two WTSAs.

2
Collection of data for official service information 

2.1
The Director of TSB should request Administrations and/or ROAs to supply official service information, or any changes to previously supplied information, for dissemination in accordance with the provisions of the relevant Recommendations. The form of the request should be designed to minimize the effort required of the Administrations and/or ROAs in providing the information requested.

2.2
Administrations (and/or ROAs) should reply to such requests for information, to the extent practicable, in a timely fashion and in accordance with national arrangements, taking due account of the confidentiality of possibly commercially sensitive information.

2.3
Upon receipt of a request for official service information, Administrations may elect (on a case-by-case basis or an until-further-notice basis), in accordance with national practice, to make arrangements to collate replies from their ROAs. Any Administration exercising such election shall notify the Director of TSB. Absent such election and notification, TSB should expect individual replies from the ROAs. In processing the individual replies, TSB shall consider them as emanating from an ROA duly authorized by the relevant Member State (or its Administration) to offer the relevant telecommunication service(s) to which the request for information pertains.

3
TSB administrative support 

3.1
The Director of TSB provides advice and support to the various study groups responsible for the Recommendations requiring the collection and dissemination of official service information, in particular as outlined in 1.1, 2.1 and 2.3 above.

3.2
In addition, and in view of the responsibilities vested in his office, the Director makes suitable arrangements:

a)
to establish and to keep up to date, for each study group, a list of those Recommendations that require the collection and dissemination of official service information;

b)
to submit such a list to each study group concerned on request, and in any case at least twelve months prior to a WTSA, for possible revision (amendments, additions and/or deletions) in the light of operational experience;

c)
to ensure that the method of disseminating official service information reflects technical developments in the means of collecting and exchanging such information and that the most appropriate and economic solutions are adopted, while taking due account of the needs of countries where electronic access to ITU databases, for example, is not yet available;

d)
to establish and to keep up to date on the basis of the responses returned, a list of the relevant service and/or network providers that have provided the official service information and whether their status is that of an Administration, ROA or other entity.

4
Major degradation or disruption of service

When exceptional circumstances causing a major degradation or disruption of service (e.g. natural disasters, strikes, facility outages, etc.) occur, Administrations should notify the Director of TSB of such conditions and of the return to normal conditions. The Director of TSB shall use the most appropriate means of telecommunication to bring the information received to the attention of affected Administrations. Other Recommendations specifically dealing with measures to be taken under such circumstances should be consulted for the procedures to be followed.
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