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The CN3 terms of reference allocate responsibility to the CN3 working group for developing a number of areas concerning the PS domain, the IM domain, and data services. Additionally, CN3 is tasked with resolving interworking issues with external networks or domains. Some of the responsibilities can be summarised as follows:

· Interworking to and from other IP networks. (The Gi reference point). Defining the solutions required to implement U plane interworking between the GGSN and external IP networks.

· Interworking with legacy networks (PSTN/ISDN/GSM). Defining the functionality within the MGW for interworking between the GGSN Gi reference point and circuit switched networks.

· Mc reference point operation between MGCF and MGW and between MSC server and MGW. Defining the signalling for controlling interworking functionality within the MGW.

· MGW to MGW inter-operation. (The Nb reference point). This will support the inter MGW U plane aspects for roaming within and between IP and CS domains.

Topics which must be addressed include:

· specification of bearer capabilities and interworking functions in MGW and GGSN.

· layer 1 and 2 transport protocols.

· signalling issues related to call control and bearer establishment, such as service set up, QoS negotiation, mapping bearer capabilities etc.

· mapping signalling information.

Only three CN3 meetings remain during this year, which means that it is now very important to make progress on these Packet Switched work items for R00 in order to include the required capability to support service developments that S1 has specified for Release 2000.

CN3 is requested to consider and approve for presentation to CN plenary the related work item descriptions in the accompanying documents, which propose some areas for study by CN3.

A Technical Report is envisaged as the initial output of the work items. This will identify the interworking principles and the areas where change requests or new Technical Specifications are needed. CRs and new specifications should be presented to CN plenary #11 in March 2001 to ensure that they are incorporated in Release 00.
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