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1. Overall Description:

TSG CN2 anticipates that SA1 will have seen an liaison statement  from SA5 relating to a response  on “Handling of e-parameters provided by the SCP” (S5-20042). This issue related to the applicability of the “Advice of Charge” (AoC) supplementary service in the PS domain and the conflict that exists between TS 22.004 and the CAMEL Specifications (TS 22.078, 23.078, 29.078). CN2 wishes to convey SA1 its views on the issue in order to expedite the resolution of the matter. 

In Release 99, TS 22.078 states a requirement on CSE supplied AoC parameters, without distinguishing between the circuit switched and packet switched domains. In their liaison statement, TSG SA 5 informed us that that there is currently no support of AoC within the PS domain for Release 5 r previous releases. As part of CAMEL Phase 3, CN2 has completed the CAMEL specific work to support AoC parameters received from a CSE in a view of making the sgsnSSF “feature-ready” as we had anticipated that this supplementary service would eventually be included in a release after Release 99. However, we had anticipated that this would have occurred by Release 5. 

CN2 are now considering whether the CAMEL Phase 3 and CAMEL Phase 4 specifications should be modified to reflect the current situation.  Within CN2, we have identified two possible options, on which we would kindly ask SA1 for their guidance and possible insight into the support of this feature beyond Release 5. 

· Option 1 would be the removal of the requirement from CAMEL Phase 3 (and subsequent phases) specification. The implication to this is that the stage 2 and stage 3 specifications for Release 99, Release 4 and Release 4 need to be modified to reflect this. 

· Option 2 would be the possible rewording of the requirement, such that it remains in CAMEL Phase 3, indicating that this may be supported only in future releases of GPRS, when the AoC supplementary service. A SGSN may discard any parameters received from the CSE if the supplementary services is not supported.

Option 1 has the greatest impact on CN’s work, and would not be the preffered approach if the AoC supplementary service were to be introduced in a future release of GPRS. Option 2 would be perhaps best approach in the long term if SA1 believes that the AOC Supplementary Service was not to be introduced in future releases of GPRS.

2. Actions:

ACTION: 
CN2 kindly asks SA1 to consider the above mentioned implications when resolving the conflict identified between TS 22.004 and TS 22.078. Ideally, SA1 should consider one of the two options listed in this liaison statement. 
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