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Introduction

CRs 23.078-296, 23.078-300, 29.078-175 & 29.078-182 proposed the introduction of a reference number for MO-SMS submission when CAMEL control applies. These CRs were forwarded to CN #12 for approval, but Siemens raised an objection, so the CRs were referred back to CN2 for further discussion.

This contribution presents Vodafone’s view on the CRs.

Discussion

CRs 23.078-296 and 29.078-175 were addressed to Release 99, as category F (correction); CRs 23.078-300 & 29.078-182 are the corresponding category A CRs for Release 4. Vodafone believe that these categories are correct; our reasoning is as follows:

1. CAMEL phases 1 & 2 defined the possibility for CAMEL control of only one type of traffic: the circuit-switched call. The need for a reference number to allow billing post-processing to correlate call data records generated in switches with call data records generated in the CAMEL service control nodes was recognised from the beginning, and the use and transport of the reference number was included in both stage 2 and stage 3 specifications.

2. CAMEL phase 3 added the possibility for CAMEL control of two new types of traffic: GPRS and MO-SMS. The reference number to allow the correlation of "call" data records generated in the SGSN with those generated in the CAMEL service control nodes was included in both stage 2 and stage 3 specifications for CAMEL control of GPRS traffic; however it was not included for CAMEL control of MO-SMS submission. We believe that this omission was by oversight, not by intention; the ability to correlate the "call" data records generated in the serving node with the call data records generated in the CAMEL service control nodes is something which network operators find almost essential.

We recognise that this change was submitted late: 15 months after the majority of Release 99 was approved in the TSGs. However since it is a correction, not a functional enhancement (as Siemens described it in CN #12), and aligns the capabilities for billing processing for CAMEL-controlled MO-SMS with the capabilities for billing processing for CAMEL-controlled circuit-switched calls and GPRS traffic, Vodafone believe that CN2 should confirm their acceptance of the CR, and send it to CN #13 for approval.

