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1. Overall Description:

CN1 would like to thank GERAN 2 for their LS on Call set-up delay reduction in GSM.

During the discussion of the liaison statement in CN1 the following comments were provided: 

1) Because of the possibility to use combined procedures, the indication would need to be added not only to Location Update Accept, but also to GPRS Attach Accept and Routing Area Update Accept.

2) It was noted that with the proposed mechanism it is not possible to update the information in the UE during a CS call. This means that any possible target RNC that can be reached during the call has to support the 'Inter-RAT Handover Info message size reduction' feature. Therefore, in practise the whole PLMN needs to support the feature and, if inter-PLMN handover to other PLMNs is supported, the same requirement also applies at least to the RNCs near the border of these PLMNs.

Whilst it is understood that GERAN are already aware of this, the usefulness of the proposed mechanism was still questioned by at least one delegation.

3) CRs based on comment (1) were submitted during the meeting and presented, however, they could not be agreed due to the sustained concerns of one delegation and the request of another delegation to get more time for checking the proposed solution.

4) Some of the arguments given during the discussion were:

- The inclusion of this kind of radio access-specific information in MM/GMM messages were considered by at least one delegation to be a violation of the layering principle and of the functional split between radio access network and core network.

- There was also the proposal to define a generic container for GERAN specific information in the Location Update Accept, GPRS Attach Accept, and Routing Area Update Accept message instead of a new information element specifically defined for the 'Inter-RAT Handover Info message size reduction' feature and to let GERAN specify the contents of this information element in one of their specifications. 

It was acknowledged that this would reduce the necessary interworking between CN1 and GERAN 2. However, it would still require that core network nodes need to implement radio access-specific information that is otherwise only relevant for and used by the radio access network and the UE.  

- It was also commented that a generic container would be more appropriate since in future, due to the limited capacity available in the GERAN system information broadcast, GERAN 2 might ask CN1 for the inclusion of other radio access-specific information. 


Several delegations favoured such a container, although it was mentioned that because of the functional restriction mentioned in (2) above, distribution by MM/GMM signalling would only be suitable for a certain kind of information. Because of this restriction, one delegation recommended that GERAN should look for a more generic mechanism without such functional restrictions, using protocols under their control.  

5) Finally, CN1 notes that 

"Concerns were raised in GERAN2 about adding this functionality into release 5 should there be any work affecting GERAN specifications (…)."

CN1 can understand these concerns, especially since the Rel-5 versions of CN1's specifications have also been functionally frozen at TSG CN#16 in June 2002. 

2. Actions:

To GERAN 2 group.

ACTION: 
CN1 kindly asks GERAN 2 to reconsider and study the possibility to distribute the necessary RAN-related information using protocols under GERAN's control.

3. Date of Next TSG-CN1 Meetings:




CN1_33
16th – 20th February 2004
Atlanta, USA (NA friends of 3GPP)

CN1_34
10th ​– 14st May 2004
TBD, Croatia (EF3)
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