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1. Overall Description:

CN1 discussed the requirements for handling responses to forked requests. The scenario discussed is that a Release-5 IMS UE originates a call by sending an INVITE which then is routed outside the IMS domain. If the request gets forked outside the IMS domain, an undefined number of responses from different users will be sent towards the caller. Neither the calling user nor the calling users home network are currently able to influence the number of responses sent to the UE.

Concerns were raised during the meeting that this may result, in certain cases, in a significant additional amount of signalling messages sent via the air interface to the UE. Several companies proposed to add some filtering functionality at the S-CSCF or other entity, so that forked responses could be filtered when the number of them exceeds a certain configurable limit.

Such an additional functionality, currently outside the scope of 23.228 in R5, could be left as a design option, but it was regarded as interesting to introduce at least a statement in 24.229 in order to give further guidance to implementers and operators.

2. Actions:

To SA 2 group:

ACTION 1: 
CN1 kindly asks SA2 whether SA2 considers such a filtering functionality as a subject of standardisation for R5, or can be left as a design feature. 

ACTION 2:
CN1 kindly asks SA2 for guidance whether such a possible filtering functionality should be part of the S-CSCF, P-CSCF or AS.

ACTION 3: 
CN1 kindly asks SA2 to consider the possibility to add an additional requirement to Rel-5 IMS that allows the S-CSCF of the calling user to filter the responses that are received due to a forked request, when that number exceeds a certain configurable number.
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