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1. Introduction

Over the course of the last three CN1 meetings, there has been discussion on how to convey the 3GPP Cell ID to the S-CSCF via SIP signalling.  The ability to do this is a requirement from SA2.  It has particular importance for emergency calls and for localised service.

So far the discussions have highlighted several potential ways of carrying the cell ID in SIP signalling.  However, no real agreement has been reached on any of these previous proposals.  Therefore, it is now proposed to specify a new 3GPP-specific SIP header to carry the necessary 3GPP-specific information.

2. Proposal

The header name is still to be finalised and will be registered with IANA.

It is proposed to define the header in such a way that it’s contents are not just limited to carrying cell ID information, but can also be used in the future to carry any other 3GPP-specific information from the UE to the S-CSCF, e.g. the Visited Network Identifier, ‘VNI=visited1.net’.

The header will be added to certain SIP requests/responses by a 3GPP UE and removed by a 3GPP S-CSCF.  The header shall not be provided in any SIP message that traverses outside the realm of the 3GPP system (although the behaviour of a SIP UA or proxy upon receiving an unknown header is clearly defined by the IETF).

3. Associated Documents

Vodafone will prepare the following documents subject to the above proposals being agreed by CN1:

N1-011746 Proposed name, structure and contents of the header

N1-011747 Addition of the header to the REGISTER request messages in 24.228

N1-01xxxx Addition of the header to the INVITE request messages in 24.228

N1-01xxxx Addition of the header to the 183 SESSION PROGRESS response messages in 24.228

N1-01xxxx Addition of the header to the BYE request messages in 24.228

N1-01xxxx Proposed content of the IANA registration form

N1-01xxxx Addition of the header to the tables and other sections of 24.229

N1-01xxxx Proposed Internet Draft describing the new header, for input to the IETF.

4. Conclusion

Vodafone asks that the concept of defining a new 3GPP-specific header for SIP, as per section 2 of this document, be agreed within CN1.

