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Liaison Statement on Issues with Multiple PDP Contexts

SMG7 GPRS kindly requests clarification regarding the following issues related to multiple PDP contexts in the MS.  The last question is specifically for the attention of SMG2 WPA.

Question 1: 

Is it optional or required for the MS to support multiple PDP contexts simultaneously?

Question 2:

Given that it is allowed for multiple PDP contexts to be assigned to the same LLC SAPI, (GSM 04.65, section 6.10 “One or several N-SAPIs may use one (LLC) SAPI.”) what are the allowed combinations of LLC modes (acknowledged/unacknowledged) that can be assigned to the same LLC SAPI (all other PDP context parameters including TLLI being the same)? (For example, can the same LLC SAPI be assigned a PDP context using LLC acknowledged mode and another PDP context using LLC unacknowledged mode?)

Question 3:

For a scenario where multiple PDP contexts are established, is it required for the MS to transfer all LLC PDUs corresponding to one N-PDU (associated with one PDP context) before the same MS begins to transfer data in another N-PDU (associated with a different PDP context)?  In other words, can the MS multiplex LLC PDUs from different N-PDUs?

Question 4:

If no to question 3, what criteria shall be applied at the LLC layer for uplink transfer?

Question 5: (for SMG2)

Can LLC PDUs from different LLC SAPIs be concatenated into the same RLC_DATA_BLOCK?

Can the MS multiplex RLC DATA BLOCKs from different LLC PDUs belonging to different N-PDUs in the same TBF?

Please respond prior to October 11, as SMG7 GPRS will be meeting the following week.

