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Liaison Statement to TSG-N1 and SMG3 WPA on 04.08 split

SMG2 thanks TSG-N1 and SMG3 WPA for their liaison on the split of GSM 04.08 and the associated CRs in TDocs N1-99302 (04.08 part), N1-99303 (RAN part), N1-99304 (CN part) and N1-99305 (Stage 2 Part).

With the exception of the proposed handling of section 10.5.1, SMG2 agrees with the proposal that the maintenance responsibility of the new 04.08 should be shared by SMG2 and TSGN1, according to the principles agreed before between SMG2 and SMG3. In particular the RAN part (04.xx) should be under the responsibility of SMG2, while 23.xx and 24.xx should be maintained by TSGN1.

SMG2 agrees that the split into four parts as chosen meets the main goal of the exercise, that is to have one specification for the RAN people to maintain and another one for the CN people. SMG2 also agrees that the duplication of the common sections, like 0.x and 8, is the best way forward, given the fact that a significant number of exceptions exist already.

SMG2 therefore supports the general proposal that GSM 04.08 should be split as follows:

CONTENTS
CURRENT LOCATION
Release 99 SPEC NUMBER
FUTURE EVOLUTION

Skeleton 04.08 for list of references
04.08
04.08
Can be deleted when references from outside 04.08 are updated

RR part of 04.08
04.08 ch. 3, 8,  9,10
04.xx
GSM RAN specification that lives on in ETSI

CN part of 04.08
04.08 ch. 4,5,6,8,9,10
24.xx
Common CN specification that lives on in 3GPP

Section 7 of 04.08
04.08 ch. 7
23.xx
L3 Stage 2 for 3GPP

SMG2 understands that the document numbers have not been officially allocated but would support the proposed numbering suggested. SMG2 also agrees that this will be the best way to support the editorial work needed to maintain external references from other specifications to 04.08.

Regarding section 10.5.1 SMG2 is of the opinion that having a shared responsibility between SMG2 WPA and TSG-N1 is not the best way forward, especially given the recent difficulties in trying to co-ordinate changes between the two groups meeting in different places at the same time. Therefore, SMG2 proposes that the common IEs should be duplicated in the relevant ‘new’ specifications. This will allow for easier handling of changes and will also allow future enhancements to be included based on the needs of each individual protocol. It will also prevent the possibility of UMTS changes or GSM changes being included unnecessarily in IEs used by the different technologies.

Note:
There are a couple of IEs which are only used by a single protocol (e.g. Cell Identity in RR, MS Classmark 1 in MM).

SMG2 understands the urgency of the matter and therefore hopes that TSG-N1 and SMG3 WPA will not have any objections to the proposed handling of section 10.5.1.

