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1. Overall Description:

CN4 have been working on the introduction of MBMS into GTP. During the course of the stage 3 design, it has been found necessary to slightly modify the stage 2 flow in order to meet the requirements of GTP with relation to GTP timers.

The stage 2 flow is copied below for information. 
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During Step 4, a GTP MBMS Notification Request message shall be sent by the GGSN towards the SGSN.  The GTP response message, the MBMS Notification Response, is then sent during step 7 indicating “successful or unsuccessful MBMS context activation for the reason of SGSN or UE” as stated in TS23.246.

CN4 are concerned that during this time, GTP retry timers may time out causing possible errors within the Gn interface. In order to address this, an immediate response to the MBMS Notification Request (step 4 above) shall be sent, indicating that the SGSN has understood the request, and is processing the message. In the case of explicit reject of the network initiated MBMS context activation by the UE, or loss of radio contact with the UE, two new messages have been defined to indicate the failure of the MBMS context activation; The MBMS Notification Reject Request  / MBMS Notification Reject Response. These messages now serve the purpose of the MBMS Notification Response message (step 7 above). Additionally, it should be noted that this procedure is also in line with the existing method for “regular” network initiated PDP context activation. The updated flow is shown below with the modified messages shown in red;
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CN4 believe that all the required functionality from the stage 2 specifications shall be delivered by this stage 3 design, and furthermore, will alleviate the problem encountered within the protocol design for MBMS GTP messages. 

2. Actions:

To SA2  group.

ACTION: 
CN4 asks SA2 to consider the impact of the change, and guide CN4 if an adverse impact is seen from this change. 

3. Date of Next CN4 Meeting:

CN4 #22
16 February - 20 February 2004

USA

CN4 #23
10 May - 14 May 2004    


Zagreb,  Croatia

_1129039164.doc
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