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The ASCI rapporteurs would like CN plenary to consider for approval the following group of CRs that have already been approved by all relevant manufacturing companies that are involved in the GSM-Railways project, and need further approval from ETSI.

The CRs have only impact on equipment implementing the ASCI feature Voice Group Call Service (VGCS). Companies currently implementing these features are Nortel, Siemens, Kapsch and Sagem. 

The CRs to 03.68 have been distributed onto the CN distribution list and will be presented to CN#7.

The CRs (Releases 97 – category C3 –  98, 99) indicates that DTMF tones is recommended to be used for muting/ un-muting of the downlink of the talking subscriber in VGCS, CR applied to 03.68. Due to difficulties and lack of reliability with Voice Activated Detection (VAD) to mute and un-mute the dispatcher, it is recommended that DTMF tones are used.

The CR could not be presented to a subgroup before CN plenary as it is not clear under which group 03.68 is. For sure it is under the responsibility of SMG3, and thus for this reason should be presented to the SMG part of the CN plenary meeting.

Hopefully SMG 3 plenary will take some time in considering these CRs that are need for the progress of the GSM-R project and the ASCI services standardisation.
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