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The intended completion date of December 1999 for Release 99 is nearing, with a considerable number of Work Items and work areas still being incomplete.

TSG-SA WG2 is responsible of the overall project co-ordination in 3GPP. The evaluation of the status of work is in progress in TSG-CN, providing valuable input to the TSG-SA WG2 task. This allows 3GPP to have a clearer picture of the current status of work, and to understand what is realistic for Release 99 and what might have to be postponed to Release 2000. Delaying the possibly painful decisions only lengthens the period of instability, during which too many detailed issues are considered without enough time for guaranteeing their interoperability, leading to untested last minute fixes or postponements. In the worst case, this could delay the completion of Release 99 well beyond December 1999.

The work areas and aspects that require the biggest attention in all TSGs and from all 3GPP members are the following:

· producing internally consistent and working GSM and UMTS systems

· allowing for GSM-UMTS interworking

· allowing for an evolution path to Release 2000

· producing a system that is at least at par with GSM Release 98

It is easy to list other criteria, and their relative importance can be debated at length. However, to allow Release 99 to be completed gracefully, it is important to concentrate on the most important topics, even if it would require postponing many planned "3G enhancements" to Release 2000. The only real and universal priorities are technical, and relate to internal consistency and interoperability.

Transforming many of the planned "3G enhancements" into reality already in Release 99 requires a lot of work. For the Release 99 core network issues, Nokia is putting resources at least to the following items, to contribute to their successful completion for Release 99:

· GSM-UMTS interworking
-MM/GMM evolution, service continuity, ciphering, subscriber identities

· CS multimedia service

· Mobile Station Classmark

· CAMEL phase 3

· Service cleanup Release 99

· GPRS Releases 97, 98 and 99

· Location Services

· GTP enhancements

Many other companies have contributed and will contribute to these and other issues also in the future. It is unreasonable and even unwise to rely on contributions from one company only, when targeting high quality standards. For these and all other items, the contribution of all 3GPP members is needed.

