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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG SA WG2 endorsed the attached TS 23.401 CR on Differentiation of LTE-M (eMTC) traffic from other LTE data traffic based on the assumption that addition of a new RAT-Type is feasible. SA2 has taken the approach of identifying the UEs traffic as LTE-M based on UE's Radio Capabilities and an indication the RAN reports to MME when the Radio Capabilities are sent to MME. The MME then reports this to the rest of the system reusing the RAT-Type information element in GTP and other protocols for charging data collection and PCC. There is no intention to add a new RAT type applicable in the RAN interfaces, but only in the CN interfaces used for identification of RAT-type used for the user plane traffic. So, this is a RAT-type only used in the CN.
SA2 would like to point out the following issues:

1) It is SA2 assumption that this addition of RAT-Type used in the Core Network is feasible from stage two standpoint. If there are any issues, SA2 would welcome feedback.
2) The retrieval of the UE Radio Capabilities from the eNB when there are no DRBs (like in C-IoT CP optimizations) is left as not handled and will take into account progress on this subject in RAN3 which RAN3 would like to report to SA2.
2. Actions:

To: RAN3, CT4, CT3, SA5 groups.

ACTION: 
Please take the above into account and provide feedback as applicable.
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