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7.5.5
Design pattern for UPDATE operations (partial update)

HTTP PATCH is used when only a part of the resource shall be replaced. The changes to be applied to the target resource are described in the request message body. RFC 7396 [b2] describes a simple method for JSON (JSON Merge Patch) to describe these modifications. Another, more sophisticated method is JSON Patch specified in RFC 6902 [b4].
The query part of the URI can be used for scoping and filtering multiple resources.

Example 1:
This example demonstrates the use of JSON Merge Patch. The size attribute of the Part class instance identified by id=b shall be changed from "2" to "5". In contrast to PUT, only the size attribute needs to be present in the request message body. The unmodified attributes can be omitted.

PATCH /Ensemble/1/Part/b HTTP/1.1
Host: example.org

Content-Type: application/merge-patch+json

{

  "size": 5
}
HTTP/1.1 200 OK

Content-Type: application/json

{

  "id": "b",

  "name": "ABC",

  "vendor": "XYZ",

  "size": 5
}
Example 2:
This example shows how the size attribute is modified with JSON Patch.
PATCH /Ensemble/1/Part/b HTTP/1.1
Host: example.org

Content-Type: application/json-patch+json
[
  {
    "op": "replace",

    "path": "/size",

    "value": "5"

  }
]

HTTP/1.1 200 OK

Content-Type: application/json

{

  "id": "b",

  "name": "ABC",

  "vendor": "XYZ",

  "size": 5
}
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