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1. Overall Description:

RAN WG5 thanks PTCRB PVG for their LS on expanding the technical scope of the TR 37.901.  

RAN WG5 has discussed the request and has determined that any possible future expansion would require a new study item with a defined scope so that the work can be properly approved by 3GPP RAN Plenary. To develop the new study item proposal, RAN WG5 will need further details to define said scope.
Also, considering the significant amount of work in RAN WG5 related to industry high priority items such as NB-IoT, eMTC, and 5G, it is important for RAN WG5 to minimize the scope of the expansion to ensure that the work can be completed to the satisfaction of both parties. As such, RAN WG5 recommends limiting the expansion to UE categories 5 and higher.

RAN WG5 recognizes the request for multi-carrier configurations and recognizes that this will require the introduction of carrier aggregation scenarios into TR 37.901. To ensure that the work is manageable and that the additional content is useful, RAN WG5 would like to consider adding carrier aggregation scenarios that are of most interest to the PTCRB PVG companies.
RAN WG5 looks forward to further fruitful cooperation with PTCRB PVG.
2. Actions:

To PTCRB PVG: RAN WG5 respectfully asks PTCRB to take into consideration the recommendations provided in this LS and kindly requests PTCRB PVG to provide clarification of the scope of the work requested (e.g. specific UE categories, preferred carrier aggregation scenarios, specific UE capabilities, specific device data connectivity requirements).
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