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1. Introduction
As reflected in the 3GPP Release-14 TS 36.101 version 14.4.0, currently Band 4 supports Category M1, M2 but does not support NB-IoT.
New E-UTRA band 71 is currently being standardized by RAN4. CRs were endorsed in RAN4#83. Band 71 WI is scheduled to complete in RAN#77 in September 2017. Currently Band 71 does not support either NB-IoT or Category M1, M2.
2. Discussion
When considering real-world NB-IoT deployment scenarios, we found it beneficial, sometimes necessary, to have both Band 66 and Band 4 to support NB-IoT, due to complicated situations arising from legacy Band 4 UEs, legacy Band 4 BS radios, NB-IoT devices band support, and complex network configurations. 
Band 71 is 600 MHz low band spectrum. It is most suitable for NB-IoT and Cat. M1, M2 deployment because of its superior propagation characteristics.
To meet business needs, T-Mobile would like to request the followings for NB-IoT and Cat. M1, M2 support in a release independent way starting from REL-13:
· Add Band 4 and Band 71 to support Cat. NB1 and NB2
· Add Band 71 to support Cat. M1 and M2
T-Mobile had submitted a contribution to RAN#76 meeting in order to add Band 4 to support NB-IoT [1] but it did not get approved. However, when [1] was discussed at RAN#76, the conclusion was that “band 4 will be added in REL-15 basket in Sep.17 in a release independent way starting from REL-13” [2]
Since Rel-15 Cat. NB1, NB2 and Cat. M1, M2 basket WIs do not yet exist, we would like to get a clarification and guidance from RAN4 chairman how to proceed to get the afore-mentioned Cat. NB1, NB2 and Cat. M1, M2 bands approved at RAN#77.

3. Conclusion

In this contribution we request the followings for Cat. NB1, NB2 and Cat. M1, M2 support in a release independent way starting from REL-13:

· Add Band 4 and Band 71 to support Cat. NB1 and NB2

· Add Band 71 to support Cat. M1 and M2

Since Rel-15 Cat. NB1, NB2 and Cat. M1, M2 basket WIs do not yet exist, we would like to get a clarification and guidance from RAN4 chairman how to proceed to get the afore-mentioned Cat. NB1, NB2 and Cat. M1, M2 bands approved at RAN#77.
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