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Introduction
During a previous RAN3 meeting the procedure for change of CU-UP was discussed. The issue of a data forwarding mechanism between CU-UPs was also acknowledged and a procedure was captured in TR 38.806. In this contribution, we discuss about the necessity of the data forwarding mechanism and the need of a new interface and we present our views.
Discussion 
During RAN3 #98 the procedure for change of CU-UP was discussed. The outcome was captured in TS 38.806. In the procedure for change of CU-UP direct data forwarding between different CU-UPs was included. The following note was also inserted:
· NOTE 2: As alternative option, data forwarding is performed from the source CU-UP to the target CU-UP through CU-CP (i.e. U-plane is supported in E1). One option should be selected during normative work.
We believe that the possibility to send traffic directly between CU-UPs should be supported. Apart from the proposed mechanism, an interface can be defined between CU-UPs to cater for the direct data forwarding. This is considered also more future proof and efficient. By directly sending data between CU-UPs the delay is decreased as the step to fetch the data from the CU-CP is omitted as is also shown in Fig.1.



Figure 1: Direct and indirect data forwarding.
The mechanism for data forwarding can be based on Xn-U. The basic mechanism for data forwarding provides a pointer to the GTP spec. This is what is needed in the case at handover also. Therefore, in principle this interface will use the same protocols as Xn-U. Based on that we believe it is appropriate to define the interface for the direct user plane communication between CU-UPs as the Xn-U.
Proposal 1	Define the interface between CU-UPs as Xn-U.

Conclusion
In this contribution, we discussed data forwarding and interface between CU-UPs.
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