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1. Introduction
In last RAN3 meeting, some open issues for option 3/3a/3x in [2] were discussed and some conclusions have reached. But there are still some remaining issues for SRB that needs to be further discussed. This contribution focuses on the MCG split SRB, SCG SRB related procedures, and accordingly provides some analyses and proposals.
2. Discussion
Issue 1: Is SN allowed to release MCG split SRB?  

Similar to the MCG split bearer, SN as a resource manager, at any time may decide to release its resources including the SCG part for MCG split SRB according to its own RRM strategy. Additionally, from the point of view of specification impact, allowing SN to release MCG split SRB basically reuse the procedures and IE structure of modification for MCG split bearer, and therefore is relatively simple.

Proposal 1: Allow SN to release MCG split SRB based on its own RRM strategy.
Issue 2: Impacts on X2AP for support of SCG SRB within DC procedures
According to agreement from previous RAN2 meeting, “SCG-SRB establishment and release can be done at SCG addition and SN change”. It is different from legacy SCG DBR bearer. i.e, in the SN Addition Req message a new security context should always be prepared in case of UE with capablity of support of SCG SRB. With this information, it provide the possibility for SgNB to setup SCG SRB.

Proposal 2: In the SN Addition Req message a new security context should always be prepared in case of UE with capablity of support of SCG SRB.

Moreover, according to description from the contribution [3], the security handling mechanism in network side for EN-DC needs to consider  two options:  

· Option 1: same as LTE, i.e. Counter contains in MeNB message, and algorithm is contained in NR RRC configuration;

· Option 2: both counter and algorithm is contained in NR RRC configuration;

Considering for EN-DC case, LTE as master node is connected with EPC, the security handling mechanism should reuse solution of legacy LTE DC as much as possible. Of course, final decision should be up to RAN2. But here we may assume that option 2 is used as standard solution, at this case, when SCG is established, if only MCG split bearers are configured( no SCG DRB is configured), and the MN decides to establish SCG SRB, does the establishment result of SCG SRB need to notify MN?  if not, MN has not way of acquiring the information that SCG SRB failed to establish, and will continue to generate SCG counter and notify UE. This can lead to incorrect UE behaviour.
Therefore, similar as the establishment procedure of other radio bearers, SN should be able to provide feedback on the establishment result of SCG SRB towards MN. Besides, such feedback can bring other information to the MN, e.g, failure cause, to further optimize network performance.
Proposal 3: An explicit result of establishment of SCG SRB should be included in the SN Addition ACK message in form of X2 AP IE in case establishment of SCG SRB is triggered.

Issue 3: Should MN be able to say whether SCG-related RRC signaling should go via its own resources?
In previous RAN2 meetings, some conclusions have reached: “The UE sends RRC Connection Reconfiguration Complete message on the same SRB as receiving RRC Connection Reconfiguration message. And there are NO any exceptional cases for sending the complete messages.” and “For NR RRC measurements configured by SN (whether received via MN or direct from SN), reports are mapped to SCG SRB, if configured”.  Therefore, MN does not need to say whether SCG-related RRC signaling should go via its own resources.
Proposal 4: MN does not need to say whether SCG-related RRC signaling should go via its own resources. 
3. Conclusion 
This contribution discusses the remaining issues on the MCG split SRB, SCG SRB related procedures. And the following proposals were made:
Proposal 1: Allow SN to release MCG split SRB based on its own RRM strategy.
Proposal 2: In the SN Addition Req message a new security context should always be prepared in case of UE with capablity of support of SCG SRB.
Proposal 3: An explicit result of establishment of SCG SRB should be included in the SN Addition ACK message in form of X2 AP IE in case establishment of SCG SRB is triggered.
Proposal 4: MN does not need to say whether SCG-related RRC signaling should go via its own resources.
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