3GPP TSG RAN WG2#99
R2-1709844
Berlin, Germany, 21 - 25 August, 2017

Title:

LS on NR indication
Response to:
S2-175270
Release:
Release 15
Work Item:
EDCE5
Source:
Vodafone [Should be RAN WG2]
To:

SA WG2
Cc:

CT WG1, SA WG1, GSMA FNW, NGMN
Contact person:
Alexej Kulakov


alexej.kulakov@vodafone.com
1
Overall description
RAN WG2 would like to thank SA2 for their LS on NR Indication in S2-175270 and would like to provide the following answer:

Action from SA2: 

SA2 kindly requests RAN2 to provide feedback on the possible use of a SIB indicator to indicate that Master Cell is capable to add NR as secondary RAT from E-UTRA for variants of "option 3" architecture.

RAN WG2 answer:

It is feasible to include the indicator in LTE system information. RAN WG2 assumes that this indication would be provided to upper layers and there would be no AS actions associated with it (e.g. measurements, capability check, etc). Furthermore RAN WG2 believes that the provision of the indicator would not provide any guarantees that EN-DC will be configured for the UE when it becomes active.

As stated above, even RAN WG2 does not foresee any AS actions associated to the presence of the indicator; some companies raised questions during RAN WG2 discussion which RAN WG 2 would like to share with other groups:

1. It was questioned whether the indicator provides evidence to the user that a particular operator has deployed EN-DC or it is not only directly related to this EN-DC deployment.
2. If the indicator is related to EN-DC: NR and LTE coverage within EN-DC might be different in some of the deployment scenarios due to different frequencies used. 
3. If the indicator is related to EN-DC: The devices might support different bands and band combinations. So, even if the device receives the indicator over LTE in Idle state, it would not be possible to configure EN-DC operation for a particular UE as it might not support band combinations deployed by a particular operator.
2
Actions
ACTION TO SA2: 
RAN WG2 kindly requests SA2 to take RAN WG2 answer into account and provide feedback on the questions/comments above  
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Dates of next TSG SA WG2 meetings
TSG RAN WG2 Meeting 99bis

09-13 October 2017
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