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1 Introduction

In TS 36.321 [1], the specification is unclear about the counting units for ra-ResponseWindowSize and mac-ContentionResolutionTimer for NB-IoT UE. 
In clarifying this issue, we also seek to find out from other companies what the correct interpretation should be from a technical standpoint. 
2 Discussion
2.1 Observations
The parameter ra-ResponseWindowSize is used for calculating when an NB-IoT UE should check for a random access response from the network. Meanwhile, mac-ContentionResolutionTimer is used for contention resolution.

TS 36.331 [2] as excerpted below from RACH-ConfigCommon-NB gives the units for both of the above as pp, or PDCCH periods.
RACH-ConfigCommon-NB-r13 ::=

SEQUENCE {


preambleTransMax-CE-r13



PreambleTransMax,


powerRampingParameters-r13


PowerRampingParameters,


rach-InfoList-r13




RACH-InfoList-NB-r13,


connEstFailOffset-r13



INTEGER (0..15)




OPTIONAL,
-- Need OP


...,


[[
powerRampingParameters-v1450
PowerRampingParameters-NB-v1450
OPTIONAL
-- Need OR


]]

}

RACH-InfoList-NB-r13 ::=
SEQUENCE (SIZE (1.. maxNPRACH-Resources-NB-r13)) OF RACH-Info-NB-r13

RACH-Info-NB-r13
::=

SEQUENCE {


ra-ResponseWindowSize-r13


ENUMERATED {












pp2, pp3, pp4, pp5, pp6, pp7, pp8, pp10},


mac-ContentionResolutionTimer-r13
ENUMERATED {












pp1, pp2, pp3, pp4, pp8, pp16, pp32, pp64}

}

PowerRampingParameters-NB-v1450  ::=

SEQUENCE {


preambleInitialReceivedTargetPower-v1450

ENUMERATED {














dBm-130, dBm-128, dBm-126, dBm-124, dBm-122,














dBm-88, dBm-86, dBm-84,dBm-82, dBm-80}














OPTIONAL,
-- Need OR


powerRampingParametersCE1-r14



SEQUENCE {



powerRampingStepCE1-r14





ENUMERATED {dB0, dB2, dB4, dB6},



preambleInitialReceivedTargetPowerCE1-r14
ENUMERATED {














dBm-130, dBm-128, dBm-126, dBm-124, dBm-122,














dBm-120, dBm-118, dBm-116, dBm-114, dBm-112,














dBm-110, dBm-108, dBm-106, dBm-104, dBm-102,














dBm-100, dBm-98, dBm-96, dBm-94, dBm-92,














dBm-90, dBm-88, dBm-86, dBm-84,
dBm-82, dBm-80}


} OPTIONAL
-- Need OR

}

Because the transmission occasions of PDCCH are periodic, the time between each of these transmissions is referred to simply as a PDCCH period. For NB-IoT, the main issue stems from the fact that in the definitions section of TS 36.321 [1] where PDCCH periods are defined, it appears that they can be calculated in either PDCCH-subframes or subframes, as seen below. Both are given as valid units for PDCCH periods, making it unclear which to use for the parameters in question when developing both UE and eNBs.
PDCCH period (pp): Refers to the interval between the start of two consecutive PDCCH occasions and depends on the currently used PDCCH search space [2]. A PDCCH occasion is the start of a search space and is defined by subframe k0 as specified in section 16.6 of [2]. The calculation of number of PDCCH-subframes for the timer configured in units of a PDCCH period is done by multiplying the number of PDCCH periods with npdcch-NumRepetitions-RA when the UE uses the common search space or by npdcch-NumRepetitions when the UE uses the UE specific search space. The calculation of number of subframes for the timer configured in units of a PDCCH period is done by multiplying the number of PDCCH periods with duration between two consecutive PDCCH occasions.
While trying to clarify this on our end, it became evident that differing interpretations between UE and network vendors could cause a serious IOT issue.
Consider the following scenario. An eNB is designed assuming that ra-ResponseWindowSize is counted in PDCCH-subframes. Meanwhile, a UE connecting to that eNB assumes that the same parameter is counted in subframes. Between the two, the eNB is transmitting with a much smaller window size. As a result of the differing window sizes, the UE will be unable to successfully complete the Random Access Procedure and be left unable to connect to the network.
Observation 1: 
The specification is unclear about whether to use PDCCH-subframes or subframes for NB-IoT parameters that are defined in PDCCH periods.
As a comparison, the same parameters for eMTC UE are defined in TS 36.331 [2], which is more explicit in specifying the units of measurement as sf, or subframes.
RACH-ConfigCommon ::=

SEQUENCE {


preambleInfo





SEQUENCE {



numberOfRA-Preambles



ENUMERATED {













n4, n8, n12, n16, n20, n24, n28,













n32, n36, n40, n44, n48, n52, n56,













n60, n64},



preamblesGroupAConfig



SEQUENCE {




sizeOfRA-PreamblesGroupA


ENUMERATED {














n4, n8, n12, n16, n20, n24, n28,














n32, n36, n40, n44, n48, n52, n56,














n60},




messageSizeGroupA





ENUMERATED {b56, b144, b208, b256},




messagePowerOffsetGroupB


ENUMERATED {














minusinfinity, dB0, dB5, dB8, dB10, dB12,














dB15, dB18},




...



}


OPTIONAL












-- Need OP


},


powerRampingParameters



PowerRampingParameters,


ra-SupervisionInfo




SEQUENCE {



preambleTransMax




PreambleTransMax,



ra-ResponseWindowSize



ENUMERATED {













sf2, sf3, sf4, sf5, sf6, sf7,













sf8, sf10},



mac-ContentionResolutionTimer

ENUMERATED {













sf8, sf16, sf24, sf32, sf40, sf48,













sf56, sf64}


},


maxHARQ-Msg3Tx





INTEGER (1..8),


...,


[[
preambleTransMax-CE-r13


PreambleTransMax




OPTIONAL,
-- Need OR



rach-CE-LevelInfoList-r13

RACH-CE-LevelInfoList-r13


OPTIONAL
-- Need OR


]]

}

RACH-ConfigCommon-v1250 ::=

SEQUENCE {


txFailParams-r12



SEQUENCE {



connEstFailCount-r12




ENUMERATED {n1, n2, n3, n4},



connEstFailOffsetValidity-r12


ENUMERATED {s30, s60, s120, s240,















s300, s420, s600, s900},



connEstFailOffset-r12




INTEGER (0..15)

OPTIONAL
-- Need OP


}

}

RACH-ConfigCommonSCell-r11 ::=

SEQUENCE {


powerRampingParameters-r11



PowerRampingParameters,


ra-SupervisionInfo-r11




SEQUENCE {



preambleTransMax-r11




PreambleTransMax


},


...

}

RACH-CE-LevelInfoList-r13 ::=
SEQUENCE (SIZE (1..maxCE-Level-r13)) OF RACH-CE-LevelInfo-r13

RACH-CE-LevelInfo-r13 ::=

SEQUENCE {


preambleMappingInfo-r13



SEQUENCE {



firstPreamble-r13




INTEGER(0..63),



lastPreamble-r13




INTEGER(0..63)


},


ra-ResponseWindowSize-r13


ENUMERATED {sf20, sf50, sf80, sf120, sf180,














sf240, sf320, sf400},


mac-ContentionResolutionTimer-r13
ENUMERATED {sf80, sf100, sf120,














sf160, sf200, sf240, sf480, sf960},


rar-HoppingConfig-r13



ENUMERATED {on,off},


...

}

PowerRampingParameters ::=


SEQUENCE {


powerRampingStep




ENUMERATED {dB0, dB2,dB4, dB6},


preambleInitialReceivedTargetPower
ENUMERATED {












dBm-120, dBm-118, dBm-116, dBm-114, dBm-112,












dBm-110, dBm-108, dBm-106, dBm-104, dBm-102,












dBm-100, dBm-98, dBm-96, dBm-94,












dBm-92, dBm-90}

}

PreambleTransMax ::=



ENUMERATED {












n3, n4, n5, n6, n7,
n8, n10, n20, n50,












n100, n200}

Note that because the RRC specification is explicit about using subframes and not a unit of periodicity for the two parameters, it is unambiguous as to which units are used to count them.
2.2 Moving forward
We believe that if the understanding differs between UE and network vendors regarding the above for NB-IoT UE, then this ambiguity in the specification may cause issues with IOT as PDCCH subframes and subframes are of differing lengths. We would also like to know what other companies’ stance is on the matter, and come to a common understanding on which should be the standard unit for counting these parameters. 
Therefore, we propose the following:
Proposal 1: 
RAN2 to discuss which is the appropriate interpretation for the specification.
Once a consensus is reached, we will draft an appropriate CR to clarify the specification.
3 Conclusion

Based on the discussion above we note the following:
Observation 1: 
The specification is unclear about whether to use PDCCH-subframes or subframes for NB-IoT parameters that are defined in PDCCH periods.
Proposal 1: 
RAN2 to discuss which is the appropriate interpretation for the specification.
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