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1. Overall Description:

CT4 would like to ask for guidance from RAN3 with regards to the handling of PDCP SN at source and target eNB for data forwarding when the supported length of PDCP SN at source eNB is longer than at target eNB.

Based on earlier LS exchanges (see C4-162151 / R3-160907) for Rel-13, CT4 specified the GTP-U extension header “Long PDCP PDU Number” as ‘Comprehension Required’ at the receiving side for the purpose of sending 18bit PDCP SN. As a result, a receiving target eNB only supporting 12bit or 15bit PDCP SN, that receives a 18bit PDCP SN in the “Long PDCP PDU Number” extension header for data forwarding, shall discard the packet and inform the source eNB that it does not support the header, which indicates not to send 18bit PDCP SN.
During CT4#83 meeting, a discussion was raised (with C4-182160) on whether the “Long PDCP PDU Number” extension header really needed to be defined as ‘Comprehension Required’, along with a proposed solution not requiring so. As this discussion relates to the RAN behaviour, CT4 kindly asks RAN3 to provide guidance on whether the existing definition of the “Long PDCP PDU Number” as ‘Comprehension Required’ causes any problem, especially with respect to the target eNB discarding the GTP-U packets when not supporting this header, and if so, whether CT4 should consider GTP-U changes to allow Long PDCP PDU Numbers to be sent without comprehension required and from which release.

2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks RAN3 to provide guidance on this discussion.
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