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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG RAN and RAN4 has discussed how to define pairing of 3GPP bands defined as SDL (supplementary downlink) and SUL (supplementary uplink). No decision has been reached whether SDL-SUL pairs should be introduced as new band combinations or new (paired) FDD bands. One of the concerns raised during the discussions in proceeding with new (paired) FDD band option is that such a band will not be licensed as a standalone band from a regulatory perspective.
In 3GPP, SUL is defined by means of operating in the UL part of the spectrum regulated, for example, as paired spectrum and without using the DL part of that paired spectrum.

2. Actions:

To: ECC PT1
ACTION: 
RAN Plenary would appreciate to receive guidance whether there are any regulatory reasons preventing one option or the other as listed below:

· A new band combination for each SDL-SUL pair. This would be from a UE perspective, where the band combination does not include additional UL or DL carriers. From BS perspective, the configured operation would be “an FDD band + SDL” of which the SDL-SUL operation for a given UE would be a subset
· A new (paired) FDD band for each SDL-SUL pair
3. Date of Next TSG RAN WG4 Meetings:
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18 - 21 March 2019 
Shenzhen, China
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3 - 6 June 2019 
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