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1. Overall Description:
3GPP TSG-RAN#81 discussed proposals to extend the 1-bit  “upperLayerIndication” information element currently specified in the LTE SIB2 in Release 15 (see TS 36.331). The indication is received by UEs in idle mode and used by the UE’s upper layer.

RAN#81 has not been able to come to a consensus on the proposal to extend the existing indicator. However, RAN WG2 has analysed the extension and found it to be technically feasible. 
A number of operators see the need to extend the “upperLayerIndication” to 3 bits to allow a more granular representation of 5G network capabilities and services towards the user. At the same time a number of operators find any such extension unnecessary and problematic.
TSG-RAN would like to point out the main aspects raised at RAN#81:
· The meaning of the “upperLayerIndication would be defined by each operator individually. Hence, it is unclear how an “upperLayerIndication” would work, especially considering the case of:
· A device roaming into a visited network;
· Open-market devices.
· Extending the “upperLayerIndication” makes the above issues more complex.
· To mitigate the above issues it was suggested to have GSMA (as a 3GPP MRP) define any necessary value(s) to be encoded by 3GPP.    
3GPP RAN is looking forward to GSMA continuing these discussions. In case these discussions result in the need to change Release 15 specifications TSG-RAN will address corresponding Change Requests at RAN#82.   

2. Actions:
To GSMA:
ACTION: 
3GPP RAN invites GSMA to have further discussions around the “upperLayerIndication”, and provide results of these discussions to RAN#82.  
 	
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN Meetings:
3GPP RAN#82	10 – 13 December 2018		Sorrento, Italy





