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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution addresses the handling of RAN WG AH meetings for 2019.
1
Introduction
RAN#78 decided that for 2019 the number of meetings per WG per year would revert back to normal i.e. 6, excluding potential ad-hoc meetings. 
For 2018, it was decided to cancel the July RAN1 AH, but due to Rel-15 workload (e.g. ASN.1) to maintain the RAN2/RAN3AHs, as well as the RAN4 AH although restricted to LTE/NR performance work only. It was further decided to not schedule any other AH meetings in 2018.
For 2019, all RAN2/3/4 AH meetings (i.e. January and July) were cancelled. Whether to hold the RAN1 AH meetings (January and July 2019) was left for decision at RAN#80. 
2
Discussion
The current meeting calendar for 2H’18 and 2019 is as shown in the table below. Rel-16 Stage 3 functional freeze is due in December 2019 (ASN.1 in March 2020).
	
	Q3 2018
	Q4 2018
	Q1 2019
	Q2 2019
	Q3 2019
	Q4 2019

	RAN1
	AH

#94
	#94bis

#95
	AH TBC

#96
	#96bis

#97
	AH TBC

#98
	#98bis

#99

	RAN2
	AH

#103
	#103bis

#104
	AH

#105
	#105bis

#106
	AH

#107
	#107bis

#108

	RAN3
	AH

#101
	#101bis

#102
	AH

#103
	#103bis

#104
	AH

#105
	#105bis

#106

	RAN4
	AH

#88
	#88bis

#89
	AH

#90
	#90bis

#91
	AH

#92
	#92bis

#93

	RAN5
	#80
	 AH
#81
	AH TBC
RAN5#82
	#83
	#84
	#85


We expect:

-
Rel-16 work in RAN1 can start in Q3 2018, although with a selective agenda esp. for NR
-
Rel-16 NR work in RAN2 may be able to start in Q4 2018 or more realistically Q1 2019 considering the Rel-15 late drop. 
-
Rel-16 LTE work in RAN2 can start in Q3 2018

As decided at RAN#78, the Rel-16 work ought to be planned based on regular meetings only and their TU. We expect this be made under the assumption of reasonable working hours in RAN WGs. It is important as highlighted during RAN#75 [1] that RAN WG leadership enforce the TU per WI as recommended by RAN plenary to avoid excess, and to ensure  that drafting sessions outside official TU be well coordinated and strictly time limited. 
It is also important to bear in mind that Ad-Hoc meetings are called by WG/TSG to address one or more particular topics (See Annex F.3 of the working procedures) – said otherwise, without one or more topics and a need clearly identified, an ad-hoc meeting should not be scheduled.
With the above in mind, we propose that:

-
the 2019 RAN1 AH meetings in the current calendar be cancelled i.e. January, July 2019
-
the 2019 RAN5 AH meeting be kept in view of the expected NR/5GS work required

-
the situation can be revisited at RAN#82 
We would also recommend that higher scrutiny be put on the handling of drafting sessions in WGs and that time used for drafting sessions for each topic during a quarter be reported by Rapporteurs/Leadership at each plenary cycle, to allow a more accurate work planning. 
4
Conclusions

This contribution proposes that:

-
the 2019 RAN1 AH meetings in the current calendar be cancelled
-
the 2019 RAN5 AH meeting be kept in view of the expected NR/5GS work required

-
the situation can be revisited at RAN#82 
We would also recommend that higher scrutiny be put on the handling of drafting sessions in WGs and that time used for drafting sessions for each topic during a quarter be reported by Rapporteurs/Leadership at each plenary cycle, in order to allow a more accurate work planning. 
References

[1]
RP-170468, WI Handling, MediaTek Inc., RAN#75
[image: image1.png]



3GPP


