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1. Introduction
The Republic of Korea’s government announced the plan for a 5G spectrum auction last month. In this contribution, TTA would like to inform the details of the auction plan and the status of 5G spectrum in the Republic of Korea.
2. 5G Spectrum Auction Plan in the Republic of Korea
The Republic of Korea's Ministry of Science and ICT announced its first auction of 5G spectrum on June 15, 2018 and confirmed the Korean mobile network operators will bid for 3.5 GHz band and 28GHz band in the auction. 
The Ministry of Science and ICT (MSIT) began the drafting plan for a 5G spectrum auction last year and held a public hearing last month, May 2018. 

The Korean mobile network operators will compete for 28 blocks in the 3.5GHz band (Band n78) and 24 blocks in the 28GHz Band (Band n257). The detailed frequency bands are as below. 
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The allowed technology for these 5G frequency bands is the IMT technologies defined by ITU, that is IMT-2000, IMT-Advanced, IMT-2020 and beyond. However, the 3GPP Release 15 and beyond technology are allowed provisionally in this band before the approval of IMT-2020 Recommendation in ITU.
MSIT deemed to achieve a ripple effect to promote innovation in the 5G-based industries and services in the Republic of Korea through this early spectrum auction. The Korean government expects that the allocation of new frequency bands for 5G in this year could accelerate the commercialization of 5G services, which currently scheduled for launch in March 2019.
Therefore, TTA would like to inform that Band n78, Band n257 will be the first NR commercial band in the Republic of Korea and the 3GPP NR Release 15 specifications will be the baseline of 5G services in these band. 
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