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22.3.1.3
NB-IoT / Correct Handling of UL MAC PDU/Assignment/HARQ process/Padding
22.3.1.3.1
Test Purpose (TP)

(1)
with { UE in RRC_CONNECTED state }

ensure that {

  when { UE receives for a TTI an uplink grant with valid C-RNTI }

    then { UE transmits UL MAC PDU repetitions as per UL_REPETITION_NUMBER }

           }

(2)

with { UE in RRC_CONNECTED state }

ensure that {

  when { UE receives an UL Grant with toggled NDI, redundancy version = 0 in DCI format and has data available for transmission}

    then { UE transmits a new MAC PDU in repetitions as per UL_REPETITION_NUMBER using redundancy versions alternating between 0,2 for each repetition}

           }

(3)

with { UE in RRC_CONNECTED state }

ensure that {

  when { UE receives an UL Grant with un toggled NDI and redundancy version = 1 in DCI format }

    then { UE retransmits the  MAC PDU in repetitions as per UL_REPETITION_NUMBER using redundancy versions alternating between 2,0 for each repetition }

           }

(4)
with { UE in RRC_CONNECTED state }

ensure that {

  when { UE inserts a R/R/E/LCID field in the MAC header and there is a subsequent R/R/E/LCID field to be inserted }

    then { UE sets E field to 1 }

           }

(5)

with { UE in RRC_CONNECTED state }

ensure that {

  when { UE inserts a R/R/E/LCID field in the MAC header and a MAC SDU or a MAC control element starts at the next byte }

    then { UE sets E field to 0 }

           }

(6)

with { UE in RRC_CONNECTED state }

ensure that {

  when { UE inserts the last MAC sub-header in the MAC PDU }

    then { UE inserts a MAC sub-header consist solely of the four header fields R/R/E/LCID }

           }

(7)

with { UE in RRC_CONNECTED state }

ensure that {

  when { UE is to transmit a MAC PDU with padding exceeding 2 bytes }

    then { UE inserts the last MAC sub-header as a padding MAC subheader consisting solely of the four header fields R/R/E/LCID with LCID set to Padding and Padding goes to the end of the MAC PDU }

           }

(8)

with { UE in RRC_CONNECTED state }

ensure that {

  when { UE is to transmit a MAC PDU with single-byte padding and there is a data MAC PDU sub-header present }

    then { UE is inserting padding MAC PDU subheader before any other MAC PDU sub-header }

           }

(9)

with { UE in RRC_CONNECTED state }

ensure that {

  when { UE is to transmit a MAC PDU with two-byte padding and there is a data MAC PDU sub-header }

    then { UE is inserting two padding MAC PDU subheaders before any other MAC PDU sub-header or one padding MAC PDU subheader as a last MAC PDU subheader }

           }

22.3.1.3.2
Conformance requirements

References: The conformance requirements covered in the present TC are specified in: TS 36.321, clause 5.4.1, 5.4.2.1, 5.4.2.2, 6.1.2, 6.2.1. Unless otherwise stated these are Rel-13 requirements.
[TS 36.321, clause 5.4.1]
In order to transmit on the UL-SCH the MAC entity must have a valid uplink grant (except for non-adaptive HARQ retransmissions) which it may receive dynamically on the PDCCH or in a Random Access Response or which may be configured semi-persistently. To perform requested transmissions, the MAC layer receives HARQ information from lower layers. When the physical layer is configured for uplink spatial multiplexing, the MAC layer can receive up to two grants (one per HARQ process) for the same TTI from lower layers.

If the MAC entity has a C-RNTI, a Semi-Persistent Scheduling C-RNTI, or a Temporary C-RNTI, the MAC entity shall for each TTI and for each Serving Cell belonging to a TAG that has a running timeAlignmentTimer and for each grant received for this TTI:

-
if an uplink grant for this TTI and this Serving Cell has been received on the PDCCH for the MAC entity’s C-RNTI or Temporary C-RNTI; or

-
if an uplink grant for this TTI has been received in a Random Access Response:

-
if the uplink grant is for MAC entity’s C-RNTI and if the previous uplink grant delivered to the HARQ entity for the same HARQ process was either an uplink grant received for the MAC entity’s Semi-Persistent Scheduling C-RNTI or a configured uplink grant:

-
consider the NDI to have been toggled for the corresponding HARQ process regardless of the value of the NDI.

-
deliver the uplink grant and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity for this TTI.

-
else, if this Serving Cell is the SpCell and if an uplink grant for this TTI has been received for the SpCell on the PDCCH of the SpCell for the MAC entity’s Semi-Persistent Scheduling C-RNTI:

-
if the NDI in the received HARQ information is 1:

-
consider the NDI for the corresponding HARQ process not to have been toggled;

-
deliver the uplink grant and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity for this TTI.

-
else if the NDI in the received HARQ information is 0:

-
if PDCCH contents indicate SPS release:

-
clear the configured uplink grant (if any).

-
else:

-
store the uplink grant and the associated HARQ information as configured uplink grant;

-
initialise (if not active) or re-initialise (if already active) the configured uplink grant to start in this TTI and to recur according to rules in subclause 5.10.2;

-
if UL HARQ operation is asynchronous, set the HARQ Process ID to the HARQ Process ID associated with this TTI;

-
consider the NDI bit for the corresponding HARQ process to have been toggled;

-
deliver the configured uplink grant and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity for this TTI.

-
else, if this Serving Cell is the SpCell and an uplink grant for this TTI has been configured for the SpCell:

-
if UL HARQ operation is asynchronous, set the HARQ Process ID to the HARQ Process ID associated with this TTI;

-
consider the NDI bit for the corresponding HARQ process to have been toggled;

-
deliver the configured uplink grant, and the associated HARQ information to the HARQ entity for this TTI.

NOTE:
The period of configured uplink grants is expressed in TTIs.

NOTE:
If the MAC entity receives both a grant in a Random Access Response and a grant for its C-RNTI or Semi persistent scheduling C-RNTI requiring transmissions on the SpCell in the same UL subframe, the MAC entity may choose to continue with either the grant for its RA-RNTI or the grant for its C-RNTI or Semi persistent scheduling C-RNTI.

NOTE:
When a configured uplink grant is indicated during a measurement gap and indicates an UL-SCH transmission during a measurement gap, the MAC entity processes the grant but does not transmit on UL-SCH. When a configured uplink grant is indicated during a Sidelink Discovery gap for reception and indicates an UL-SCH transmission during a Sidelink Discovery gap for transmission with a SL-DCH transmission, the MAC entity processes the grant but does not transmit on UL-SCH.

For configured uplink grants, the HARQ Process ID associated with this TTI is derived from the following equation for asynchronous UL HARQ operation:

HARQ Process ID = [floor(CURRENT_TTI/semiPersistSchedIntervalUL)] modulo numberOfConfUlSPS-Processes,
where CURRENT_TTI=[(SFN * 10) + subframe number] and it refers to the subframe where the first transmission of a bundle takes place.

[TS 36.321, clause 5.4.2.1]

There is one HARQ entity at the MAC entity for each Serving Cell with configured uplink, which maintains a number of parallel HARQ processes allowing transmissions to take place continuously while waiting for the HARQ feedback on the successful or unsuccessful reception of previous transmissions.

The number of parallel HARQ processes per HARQ entity is specified in [2], clause 8. NB-IoT has one UL HARQ process.
When the physical layer is configured for uplink spatial multiplexing [2], there are two HARQ processes associated with a given TTI. Otherwise there is one HARQ process associated with a given TTI.

At a given TTI, if an uplink grant is indicated for the TTI, the HARQ entity identifies the HARQ process(es) for which a transmission should take place. It also routes the received HARQ feedback (ACK/NACK information), MCS and resource, relayed by the physical layer, to the appropriate HARQ process(es).

In asynchronous HARQ operation, a HARQ process is associated with a TTI based on the received UL grant except for UL grant in RAR. Except for NB-IoT, each asynchronous HARQ process is associated with a HARQ process identifier. For UL transmission with UL grant in RAR, HARQ process identifier 0 is used. HARQ feedback is not applicable for asynchronous UL HARQ.

When TTI bundling is configured, the parameter TTI_BUNDLE_SIZE provides the number of TTIs of a TTI bundle. TTI bundling operation relies on the HARQ entity for invoking the same HARQ process for each transmission that is part of the same bundle. Within a bundle HARQ retransmissions are non-adaptive and triggered without waiting for feedback from previous transmissions according to TTI_BUNDLE_SIZE. The HARQ feedback of a bundle is only received for the last TTI of the bundle (i.e. the TTI corresponding to TTI_BUNDLE_SIZE), regardless of whether a transmission in that TTI takes place or not (e.g. when a measurement gap occurs). A retransmission of a TTI bundle is also a TTI bundle. TTI bundling is not supported when the MAC entity is configured with one or more SCells with configured uplink.

Uplink HARQ operation is asynchronous for NB-IoT UEs, BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage except for the repetitions within a bundle.

For NB-IoT UEs, BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage, the parameter UL_REPETITION_NUMBER provides the number of transmission repetitions within a bundle. For each bundle, UL_REPETITION_NUMBER is set to a value provided by lower layers. Bundling operation relies on the HARQ entity for invoking the same HARQ process for each transmission that is part of the same bundle. Within a bundle HARQ retransmissions are non-adaptive and are triggered without waiting for feedback from previous transmissions according to UL_REPETITION_NUMBER. An uplink grant corresponding to a new transmission or a retransmission of the bundle is only received after the last repetition of the bundle. A retransmission of a bundle is also a bundle.

TTI bundling is not supported for RN communication with the E-UTRAN in combination with an RN subframe configuration.

For transmission of Msg3 during Random Access (see subclause 5.1.5) TTI bundling does not apply. For NB-IoT UEs, BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage, uplink repetition bundling is used for transmission of Msg3.

For each TTI, the HARQ entity shall:

-
identify the HARQ process(es) associated with this TTI, and for each identified HARQ process:

-
if an uplink grant has been indicated for this process and this TTI:

-
if the received grant was not addressed to a Temporary C-RNTI on PDCCH and if the NDI provided in the associated HARQ information has been toggled compared to the value in the previous transmission of this HARQ process; or

-
if the uplink grant was received on PDCCH for the C-RNTI and the HARQ buffer of the identified process is empty; or

-
if the uplink grant was received in a Random Access Response:

-
if there is a MAC PDU in the Msg3 buffer and the uplink grant was received in a Random Access Response:

-
obtain the MAC PDU to transmit from the Msg3 buffer.

-
else:

-
obtain the MAC PDU to transmit from the "Multiplexing and assembly" entity;

-
deliver the MAC PDU and the uplink grant and the HARQ information to the identified HARQ process;

-
instruct the identified HARQ process to trigger a new transmission.

-
else:

-
deliver the uplink grant and the HARQ information (redundancy version) to the identified HARQ process;

-
instruct the identified HARQ process to generate an adaptive retransmission.

-
else, if the HARQ buffer of this HARQ process is not empty:

-
instruct the identified HARQ process to generate a non-adaptive retransmission.

When determining if NDI has been toggled compared to the value in the previous transmission the MAC entity shall ignore NDI received in all uplink grants on PDCCH for its Temporary C-RNTI.

[TS 36.321, clause 5.4.2.2]

Each HARQ process is associated with a HARQ buffer.

For synchronous HARQ, each HARQ process shall maintain a state variable CURRENT_TX_NB, which indicates the number of transmissions that have taken place for the MAC PDU currently in the buffer, and a state variable HARQ_FEEDBACK, which indicates the HARQ feedback for the MAC PDU currently in the buffer. When the HARQ process is established, CURRENT_TX_NB shall be initialized to 0.

The sequence of redundancy versions is 0, 2, 3, 1. The variable CURRENT_IRV is an index into the sequence of redundancy versions. This variable is up-dated modulo 4. For BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage see subclause 8.6.1 in [2] for the sequence of redundancy versions and redundancy version determination. For NB-IoT UEs see subclause 16.5.1.2 in [2] for the sequence of redundancy versions and redundancy version determination.

For NB-IoT UEs, BL UEs or UEs in enhanced coverage for UL_REPETITION_NUMBER for Mode B operation, the same redundancy version is used multiple times before cycling to the next redundancy version as specified in Subclause 16.5.1.2, 8.6.1 and 7.1.7.1 in [2].

New transmissions are performed on the resource and with the MCS indicated on PDCCH or Random Access Response. Adaptive retransmissions are performed on the resource and, if provided, with the MCS indicated on PDCCH. Non-adaptive retransmission is performed on the same resource and with the same MCS as was used for the last made transmission attempt.

For synchronous HARQ, the MAC entity is configured with a maximum number of HARQ transmissions and a maximum number of Msg3 HARQ transmissions by RRC: maxHARQ-Tx and maxHARQ-Msg3Tx respectively. For transmissions on all HARQ processes and all logical channels except for transmission of a MAC PDU stored in the Msg3 buffer, the maximum number of transmissions shall be set to maxHARQ-Tx. For transmission of a MAC PDU stored in the Msg3 buffer, the maximum number of transmissions shall be set to maxHARQ-Msg3Tx.

When the HARQ feedback is received for this TB, the HARQ process shall:

-
set HARQ_FEEDBACK to the received value.

If the HARQ entity requests a new transmission, the HARQ process shall:

-
if UL HARQ operation is synchronous:
-
set CURRENT_TX_NB to 0;
-
set HARQ_FEEDBACK to NACK;
-
set CURRENT_IRV to 0;

-
store the MAC PDU in the associated HARQ buffer;

-
store the uplink grant received from the HARQ entity;

-
generate a transmission as described below.

If the HARQ entity requests a retransmission, the HARQ process shall:

-
if UL HARQ operation is synchronous:

-
increment CURRENT_TX_NB by 1;

-
if the HARQ entity requests an adaptive retransmission:

-
store the uplink grant received from the HARQ entity;

-
set CURRENT_IRV to the index corresponding to the redundancy version value provided in the HARQ information;

-
if UL HARQ operation is synchronous:

-
set HARQ_FEEDBACK to NACK;
-
generate a transmission as described below.

-
else if the HARQ entity requests a non-adaptive retransmission:

-
if UL HARQ operation is asynchronous or HARQ_FEEDBACK = NACK:

-
generate a transmission as described below.

NOTE:
When receiving a HARQ ACK alone, the MAC entity keeps the data in the HARQ buffer.

NOTE:
When no UL-SCH transmission can be made due to the occurrence of a measurement gap or a Sidelink Discovery Gap for Transmission, no HARQ feedback can be received and a non-adaptive retransmission follows.

NOTE:
For asynchronous HARQ operation, UL retransmissions are triggered only by adaptive retransmission grants, except for retransmissions within a bundle.

To generate a transmission, the HARQ process shall:

-
if the MAC PDU was obtained from the Msg3 buffer; or

-
if Sidelink Discovery Gaps for Transmission are not configured by upper layers, and there is no measurement gap at the time of the transmission and, in case of retransmission, the retransmission does not collide with a transmission for a MAC PDU obtained from the Msg3 buffer in this TTI; or

-
if Sidelink Discovery Gaps for Transmission are configured by upper layers, and there is no measurement gap at the time of the transmission and, in case of retransmission, the retransmission does not collide with a transmission for a MAC PDU obtained from the Msg3 buffer, and there is no Sidelink Discovery Gap for Transmission in this TTI; or

-
if Sidelink Discovery Gaps for Transmission are configured by upper layers, and there is no measurement gap at the time of the transmission and, in case of retransmission, the retransmission does not collide with a transmission for a MAC PDU obtained from the Msg3 buffer, and there is a Sidelink Discovery Gap for Transmission, and there is no configured grant for transmission on SL-DCH in this TTI:

-
instruct the physical layer to generate a transmission according to the stored uplink grant with the redundancy version corresponding to the CURRENT_IRV value;

-
increment CURRENT_IRV by 1;

-
if UL HARQ operation is synchronous and there is a measurement gap or Sidelink Discovery Gap for Reception at the time of the HARQ feedback reception for this transmission and if the MAC PDU was not obtained from the Msg3 buffer:

-
set HARQ_FEEDBACK to ACK at the time of the HARQ feedback reception for this transmission.

After performing above actions, if UL HARQ operation is synchronous the HARQ process then shall:

-
if CURRENT_TX_NB = maximum number of transmissions – 1:

-
flush the HARQ buffer;

[TS 36.321, clause 6.1.2]

A MAC PDU consists of a MAC header, zero or more MAC Service Data Units (MAC SDU), zero, or more MAC control elements, and optionally padding; as described in Figure 6.1.2-3. 

Both the MAC header and the MAC SDUs are of variable sizes.

A MAC PDU header consists of one or more MAC PDU subheaders; each subheader corresponds to either a MAC SDU, a MAC control element or padding. 

A MAC PDU subheader consists of the five or six header fields R/F2/E/LCID/(F)/L but for the last subheader in the MAC PDU and for fixed sized MAC control elements. The last subheader in the MAC PDU and subheaders for fixed sized MAC control elements consist solely of the four header fields R/F2/E/LCID. A MAC PDU subheader corresponding to padding consists of the four header fields R/F2/E/LCID.
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Figure 6.1.2-1: R/F2/E/LCID/F/L MAC subheader
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Figure 6.1.2-1a: R/F2/E/LCID/L MAC subheader
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Figure 6.1.2-2: R/F2/E/LCID MAC subheader

MAC PDU subheaders have the same order as the corresponding MAC SDUs, MAC control elements and padding.

MAC control elements are always placed before any MAC SDU.

Padding occurs at the end of the MAC PDU, except when single-byte or two-byte padding is required. Padding may have any value and the MAC entity shall ignore it. When padding is performed at the end of the MAC PDU, zero or more padding bytes are allowed.

When single-byte or two-byte padding is required, one or two MAC PDU subheaders corresponding to padding are placed at the beginning of the MAC PDU before any other MAC PDU subheader.

A maximum of one MAC PDU can be transmitted per TB per MAC entity. A maximum of one MCH MAC PDU can be transmitted per TTI.
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Figure 6.1.2-3: Example of MAC PDU consisting of MAC header, MAC control elements, MAC SDUs and padding

[TS 36.321, clause 6.2.1]
The MAC header is of variable size and consists of the following fields:
-
LCID: The Logical Channel ID field identifies the logical channel instance of the corresponding MAC SDU or the type of the corresponding MAC control element or padding as described in tables 6.2.1-1, 6.2.1-2 and 6.2.1-4 for the DL-SCH, UL-SCH and MCH respectively. There is one LCID field for each MAC SDU, MAC control element or padding included in the MAC PDU. In addition to that, one or two additional LCID fields are included in the MAC PDU, when single-byte or two-byte padding is required but cannot be achieved by padding at the end of the MAC PDU. A UE of Category 0 [12] shall indicate CCCH using LCID "01011", otherwise the UE shall indicate CCCH using LCID "00000". The LCID field size is 5 bits;

-
L: The Length field indicates the length of the corresponding MAC SDU or variable-sized MAC control element in bytes. There is one L field per MAC PDU subheader except for the last subheader and subheaders corresponding to fixed-sized MAC control elements. The size of the L field is indicated by the F field and F2 field;

-
F: The Format field indicates the size of the Length field as indicated in table 6.2.1-3. There is one F field per MAC PDU subheader except for the last subheader and subheaders corresponding to fixed-sized MAC control elements and except for when F2 is set to 1. The size of the F field is 1 bit. If the F field is included; if the size of the MAC SDU or variable-sized MAC control element is less than 128 bytes, the value of the F field is set to 0, otherwise it is set to 1; 

-
F2: The Format2 field indicates the size of the Length field as indicated in table 6.2.1-3. There is one F2 field per MAC PDU subheader. The size of the F2 field is 1 bit. If the size of the MAC SDU or variable-sized MAC control element is larger than 32767 bytes, and if the corresponding subheader is not the last subheader, the value of the F2 field is set to 1, otherwise it is set to 0.

-
E: The Extension field is a flag indicating if more fields are present in the MAC header or not. The E field is set to "1" to indicate another set of at least R/F2/E/LCID fields. The E field is set to "0" to indicate that either a MAC SDU, a MAC control element or padding starts at the next byte;

-
R: Reserved bit, set to "0".

The MAC header and subheaders are octet aligned.

Table 6.2.1-1 Values of LCID for DL-SCH

	Index
	LCID values

	00000
	CCCH

	00001-01010
	Identity of the logical channel

	01011-10111
	Reserved

	11000
	Activation/Deactivation (4 octets)

	11001
	SC-MCCH, SC-MTCH (see note)

	11010
	Long DRX Command

	11011
	Activation/Deactivation (1 octet)

	11100
	UE Contention Resolution Identity

	11101
	Timing Advance Command

	11110
	DRX Command

	11111
	Padding

	NOTE: Both SC-MCCH and SC-MTCH cannot be multiplexed with other logical channels in the same MAC PDU except for Padding


For NB-IoT only the following LCID values for DL-SCH are applicable: CCCH, Identity of the logical channel, UE Contention Resolution Identity, Timing Advance Command, DRX Command and Padding.

Table 6.2.1-2 Values of LCID for UL-SCH

	Index
	LCID values

	00000
	CCCH

	00001-01010
	Identity of the logical channel

	01011
	CCCH

	01100-10101
	Reserved

	10110
	Truncated Sidelink BSR

	10111
	Sidelink BSR

	11000
	Dual Connectivity Power Headroom Report

	11001
	Extended Power Headroom Report

	11010
	Power Headroom Report

	11011
	C-RNTI

	11100
	Truncated BSR

	11101
	Short BSR

	11110
	Long BSR

	11111
	Padding


For NB-IoT only the following LCID values for UL-SCH are applicable: CCCH (LCID "00000"), Identity of the logical channel, C-RNTI, Short BSR and Padding.

Table 6.2.1-3 Values of F and F2 fields:

	Index of F2
	Index of F
	Size of Length field (in bits)

	0
	0
	7

	
	1
	15

	1
	-
	16


Table 6.2.1-4 Values of LCID for MCH

	Index
	LCID values

	00000
	MCCH (see note)

	00001-11100
	MTCH

	11101
	Reserved

	11110
	MCH Scheduling Information or Extended MCH Scheduling Information

	11111
	Padding

	NOTE: If there is no MCCH on MCH, an MTCH could use this value.


22.3.1.3.3
Test description

22.3.1.3.3.1
Pre-test conditions

System Simulator:

-
NCell 1.

UE:
-
None.

Preamble:
-
The UE shall be in State 2B-NB with test loop mode G (CP CIoT Optimisation) according to TS 36.508 [18].
22.3.1.3.3.2
Test procedure sequence

NOTE:
In the Table 22.3.1.3.3.2-1 the LCID=’00011’ maps to SIB1bis in CP mode.
If the start RLC UL and DL sequence numbers to be used at start of test body are non zero, but X and Y respectively due to transmission/reception of RLC PDU's in preamble on bearer to be used, then any sequence number 'n' in test procedure maps as:

-
UL SQN n maps to SQN X+n MOD 1024 &

-
DL SQN n maps to SQN Y+n MOD 1024.

Table 22.3.1.3.3.2-1: Main Behaviour

	St
	Procedure
	Message Sequence
	TP
	Verdict

	
	
	U - S
	Message
	
	

	1
	The SS transmits a MAC PDU containing RLC PDU with polling field ‘P’ set to '0' and an RLC SDU
	<--
	MAC PDU(RLC SN=0)
	-
	-

	2
	The SS shall schedule UL grants at the beginning of the next 10 UE specific search spaces, allowing the UE to return the RLC SDU as received in step 1, on NPDCCH, but with the C-RNTI different from the C-RNTI assigned to the UE.
	<--
	(UL Grant (unknown C-RNTI))
	-
	-

	3
	Check: Does the UE transmit a MAC PDU corresponding to grant in step 2?
	-->
	MAC PDU
	1
	F

	4
	SS transmits one UL Grant, allowing the UE to return the RLC SDU as received in step 1, on NPDCCH with the C-RNTI assigned to the UE.
	<--
	(UL Grant (C-RNTI))
	-
	-

	5
	Check: Does the UE transmit a MAC PDU corresponding to grant in step 4?
	-->
	MAC PDU(RLC SN=0)
	1
	P

	6
	SS transmits an RLC STATUS PDU to acknowledge correctly received data。
	<--
	RLC STATUS PDU(RLC SN=1)
	-
	-

	7
	The SS Transmits a MAC PDU containing RLC PDU with polling field ‘P’ set to '0' and an RLC SDU of 16 bytes
	<--
	MAC PDU(RLC SN=1)
	-
	-

	8
	In the third NPDCCH period after DL transmission of step 7 the SS allocates one UL Grant of size 208 bits (Note 7), sufficient for one RLC SDU to be loop backed in slots within a repetition, and NDI indicates new transmission, and redundancy version = 0.
	<--
	Uplink Grant
	-
	-

	9
	Check: Does the UE transmit a MAC PDU including one RLC SDU, with redundancy version alternating between 0, 2 for each repetition?

(Note 1)
	-->
	MAC PDU(RLC SN=1)
	2
	P

	10
	 The SS allocates one UL Grant of size 208 bits (Note 7), sufficient for one RLC SDU to be loop backed in slots within a repetition, and NDI is the same with which in step 8, and redundancy version = 1.
	<--
	Uplink Grant
	
	

	11
	Check: Does the UE retransmit the MAC PDU in step 9, with redundancy version alternating between 2, 0 for each repetition?

(Note 1)
	-->
	MAC PDU(RLC SN=1)
	3
	P

	12
	SS transmits an RLC STATUS PDU to acknowledge correctly received data.
	<--
	RLC STATUS PDU(RLC SN=2)
	-
	-

	13
	The SS Transmits a MAC PDU containing RLC PDU with polling field ‘P’ set to '1' and an RLC SDU of 15 bytes
	<--
	MAC PDU(RLC SN=2)
	-
	-

	14
	In the third NPDCCH period after DL transmission of step 13 the SS allocates one UL Grant of size 176 bits.

(Note 2)
	<--
	(UL grant)
	-
	-

	15
	Check: Does the UE return a MAC PDU of length 176 bits containing two MAC sub-headers where the first MAC sub-header have the Expansion bit ‘E’ set to ‘1’ and the second MAC sub-header has the Expansion bit ‘E’ set to ‘0’ and no length field? (Note 3)
	-->
	MAC PDU (MAC sub-header (E=’1’, LCID=’00011’, L=’ 17’), MAC sub-header (E=’0’, LCID=’00011’, no Length field present), AMD PDU(RLC SN=2), Status PDU)

Or

MAC PDU (MAC sub-header (E=’1’, LCID=’00011’, L=’ 2’), MAC sub-header (E=’0’, LCID=’00011’, no Length field present), Status PDU, AMD PDU(RLC SN=2))
	4,5,6
	P

	16
	SS transmits an RLC STATUS PDU to acknowledge correctly received data
	<--
	RLC STATUS PDU(RLC SN=3)
	-
	-

	17
	Void
	
	
	
	

	18
	The SS transmits a MAC PDU containing RLC PDU with polling field ‘P’ set to '0' and an RLC SDU of 8 bytes
	<--
	MAC PDU(RLC SN=3)
	-
	-

	19
	In the third NPDCCH period after DL transmission of step 18 the SS transmits one uplink grant of size 176 bits. (Note 4)
	<--
	(UL grant)
	-
	-

	20
	Check: Does the UE transmit a MAC PDU with a MAC SDU of length 10 bytes and where the last MAC sub-header has the Extension field ‘E’  set to ‘0’ and the Logical Channel ID field ‘LCID’ set to ‘11111’?
	-->
	MAC PDU (BSR sub-header, MAC SDU sub-header, Padding MAC sub-header (E=’0’, LCID=’11111’),Short BSR, MAC SDU(RLC SN=3), padding)
	7
	P

	20A
	SS transmits an RLC STATUS PDU to acknowledge correctly received data.
	<--
	RLC STATUS PDU(RLC SN=4)
	
	

	21
	The SS transmits a MAC PDU containing RLC PDU with polling field ‘P’ set to '0' and an RLC SDU of 11 bytes
	<--
	MAC PDU(RLC SN=4)
	-
	-

	22
	In the third NPDCCH period after DL transmission of step 21 the SS transmits one uplink grant of size 120 bits. (Note 5)
	<--
	(UL grant)
	-
	-

	23
	Check: Does the UE transmit a MAC PDU with a MAC SDU of length 13 bytes and with a padding MAC sub-header, with Extension field ‘E’ is set to ‘1’ and the Logical Channel ID field ‘LCID’ is set to ‘11111’, inserted before the MAC SDU sub-header?
	-->
	MAC PDU (Padding MAC-sub-header (E=’1’, LCID=’11111’), MAC SDU sub-header, MAC SDU)(RLC SN=4)
	8
	P

	23A
	SS transmits an RLC STATUS PDU to acknowledge correctly received data.
	<--
	RLC STATUS PDU(RLC SN=5)
	
	

	24
	The SS transmits a MAC PDU containing RLC PDU with polling field ‘P’ set to '0' and an RLC SDU of 8 bytes
	<--
	MAC PDU(RLC SN=5)
	-
	-

	25
	In the third NPDCCH period after DL transmission of step 24 the SS transmits one uplink grant of size 120 bits. (Note 6)
	<--
	(UL grant)
	-
	-

	26
	Check: Does the UE transmit a MAC PDU with two padding MAC sub-headers, with Extension field ‘E’ is set to ‘1’ and the Logical Channel ID field ‘LCID’ is set to ‘11111’, inserted before the BSR sub-header and the MAC SDU sub-header. Or a MAC PDU with BSR sub-header with Extension field ‘E’ is set to ‘1’ and MAC SDU sub-header (R/R/E/LCID/F/L) inserted before the Padding MAC sub-header?
	-->
	MAC PDU (Padding MAC-sub-header#1 (E=’1’, LCID=’11111’), Padding MAC-sub-header#2 (E=’1’, LCID=’11111’), BSR sub-header, MAC SDU sub-header, Short BSR, MAC-SDU(RLC SN=5)) 

Or

MAC PDU(BSR sub-header, MAC SDU sub-header, Padding MAC-sub-header(E=’0’, LCID=’11111’), Short BSR, MAC-SDU(RLC SN=5))
	9
	P

	27
	SS transmits an RLC STATUS PDU to acknowledge correctly received data
	<--
	RLC STATUS PDU(RLC SN=6)
	
	

	NOTE 1:
Transmission of a UL MAC PDU with a specific redundancy version by the UE is implicitly tested by receiving the UL MAC PDU correctly at SS.

NOTE 2:
UL grant of 176 bits (ITBS=3, IRU=2, see TS 36.213 Table 16.5.1.2-2) is chosen to enable UE to transmit two MAC SDUs, one of size 17 and one of size 2 bytes, in a MAC PDU (15 bytes RLC SDU + 2 bytes AMD PDU header +  2 bytes RLC Status PDU + 2 bytes MAC sub-header (7 bit LI) + one byte MAC sub-header (R/R/E/LCID) = 22 bytes = 176 bits). 

NOTE 3:
MAC SDUs can come in any order

NOTE 4:
UL grant of 176 bits (ITBS=3, IRU=2, see TS 36.213 Table 16.5.1.2-2) is chosen such that the MAC PDU padding will be larger than 2 bytes. RLC SDU size is 8 bytes, size of AMD PDU header is 2 bytes, size of MAC header is 4 bytes (2 bytes for MAC SDU sub-header using 7-bit LI, 1 byte for BSR sub-header and 1 byte for padding MAC sub-header) and size of Short BSR is 1 byte, equals to 120 bits (15 bytes) and resulting into 56 bits padding.

NOTE 5:
UL grant of 120 bits (ITBS=0, IRU=4, see TS 36.213 Table 16.5.1.2-2) is chosen such that the MAC PDU padding will be a single byte. RLC SDU size is 11 bytes, size of AMD PDU header is 2 bytes and size of MAC header is 1 byte for MAC SDU sub-header, equals to 112 bits (14 bytes) and resulting into 1 single byte padding.

NOTE 6:
UL grant of 120 bits (ITBS=0, IRU=4, see TS 36.213 Table 16.5.1.2-2) is chosen such that the MAC PDU padding will be equal to 2 bytes. RLC SDU size is 8 bytes, size of AMD PDU header is 2 bytes, size of MAC header is 4 bytes (1 bytes for MAC SDU sub-header, 1 byte for Short BSR sub-header and 2 bytes for padding MAC sub-header) and size of Short BSR is 1 byte, equals to 120 bits (15 bytes) and resulting no padding at the end of the MAC PDU.

NOTE 7:
UL grant of 208 bits (ITBS=4, IRU=2, see TS 36.213 Table 16.5.1.2-2) is chosen. RLC SDU size is 16 bytes, size of AMD PDU header is 2 bytes and MAC header is 4 bytes (2 bytes MAC sub-header (7 bit LI), 1 byte for BSR sub-header and 1 byte for padding MAC sub-header) and size of Short BSR is 1 byte, equals to 23 bytes = 184 bits
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