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1	Introduction
LTE latency reduction is important enhancement that is currently being completed in Release-15 to meet the new low latency services and applications, thus enabling new verticals that were never addressed before.  In Shortened TTI and Processing Time work item [1], the enhancements are particularly focussed on reduction of TTI (transmission time interval) for the user plane and when the device is in RRC_CONNECTED state.  With reduction of 1ms TTI to 2/3 OFDM symbol or 7 OFDM symbols (slot), the radio TTI latency is significantly reduced. For 1ms TTI the processing time has been reduced from (N+4) to (N+3).  In the L2 latency reduction work item [2], the enhancements are related to semi-persistent scheduling for faster uplink transmission.  The uplink waiting period for PUCCH Scheduling Request is reduced from 10ms to 1ms. 
The reduction of control plane latency was not really considered so far, but is crucial important from our side.  The delay and processing time during the initial call establishment is very important for relatively small payload applications. Even for the low latency sTTI data transmission, the initial RRC set up is very long.  The longer control plane latency may have impact on battery life of the devices as well. It is important to mention that IMT-2020 target for CP latency is set to much less than 20ms and it is that LTE fulfil these requirements and reduce the latency substantially. We explore methods to significantly reduce the CP latency, including possibilities of using sTTI enhancements for RRC procedure.
Observation 1: Reduction of control plane latency is considered as crucial from operator point of view for LTE including Option 3 for EN-DC where the initial signalling is going over LTE.

2	Scope and Time 
During the last RAN WG2 meeting it was discussed that it is possible to reduce the control plane latency by introducing a new RACH format and reducing processing time from N+6 to N+4 ms. A corresponding LS was sent to RAN WG1 in R2-1714186. 
Observation 2: It is important to highlight that from operator point of view it is important to reduce latency for all RRC procedures and not just e.g. for suspend resume and provide a significant reduction of the CP latency.
To achieve this goal it can be done by:
1. Extending the current sTTI WI including CP 
2. We utilise this work inside TEI 15
3. We create a new WI for Rel. 15 to introduce changes proposed in the R2-1714186 to RAN WG1
Proposal 1: As we believe that changes proposed are not very big and are restricted to the changes in RAN1 and RAN2 we propose to handle the topic as TEI 15 and task/ask RAN1 to investigate and agree on the changes propose by RAN WG2 in R2-1714186

3	Conclusions
In this contribution, we presented our views on control plane latency reduction.
Observation 1: Reduction of control plane latency is considered as crucial from operator point of view for LTE including Option 3 for EN-DC where the initial signalling is going over LTE.
Observation 2: It is important to highlight that from operator point of view it is important to reduce latency for all RRC procedures and not just e.g. for suspend resume and provide a significant reduction of the CP latency.
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