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1
Introduction

As the NR NSA stage3 is going to be completed in December 2017, it is worth checking next steps and actions points concerning ASN.1. In particular, since RAN TSG has already decided that the ASN.1 freeze process will comprise two phases, in this paper we elaborate further on which features and functional aspects should be part of the March 2018 ASN.1 freeze, and which ones should be included into June 2018 ASN.1 version.

2
ASN.1 freeze for NR and LTE
As discussed and agreed during the previous RAN plenary meetings, the NR ASN.1 freeze will comprise two stages, whereupon stage I will cover the NSA functionality with the target date of March 2018, and stage II will cover the SA NR system aiming at June 2018. In addition to the NR standardization, there are new Rel-15 LTE features, some of which could be completed by March 2018 and which potentially could become part of the same ASN.1 freeze process as NSA.
It has already been agreed by RAN TSG, all the Rel-15 LTE feature should be part of the June 2018 ASN.1 freeze stage and should not be considered as a candidate for the March 2018 ASN.1 version regardless of the fact whether they are completed by March 2018. In fact, including those LTE feature into the March 2018 ASN.1 review will just complicate the ASN.1 review process, main purpose of which is to prepare NSA ASN.1 structures. Furthermore, as errors and inconsistencies anyway use to happen, potential LTE features included into the March ASN.1 freeze might introduce undesirable errors into the NSA ASN.1 or related structures.
Based on that, our view is that we keep existing RAN TSG agreement that the March 2018 ASN.1 freeze contains only the NR NSA part and all the Rel-15 LTE features will be part of the June 2018 ASN.1 freeze.

Proposal:
March 2018 ASN.1 freeze contains only the NR NSA ASN.1 part and does not contain other Rel-15 LTE features.

