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Foreword

This Technical Report has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z

where:

x
the first digit:

1
presented to TSG for information;

2
presented to TSG for approval;

3
or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y
the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, updates, etc.

z
the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.

1 Scope

The objective of this study item is to document missing elements and information with regard to the roaming architecture for Voice over IMS with Local Breakout. 

This TR collects and evaluates end-to-end roaming scenarios under different aspects of charging. The main scenarios presented will include mobile originating calls with and without the use of the loopback mechanism and mobile terminating call scenarios.

It will analyse operator requirements in consideration of the roaming scenarios and the existing Charging specifications 

The conclusions are presented in a further section with assumptions made and proposed further proceedings on that issues. 
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For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release as the present document.
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3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

CAMEL: network feature that provides the mechanisms to support operator specific services even when roaming outside HPLMN.

CAMEL subscription information: identifies a subscriber as having CAMEL services.

chargeable event: activity utilizing telecommunication network resources and related services for:

· user to user communication (e.g. a single call, a data communication session or a short message); or

· user to network communication (e.g. service profile administration); or

· inter-network communication (e.g. transferring calls, signalling, or short messages); or

· mobility (e.g. roaming or inter-system handover); and

· that the network operator may want to charge for.

As a minimum, a chargeable event characterises the resource / service usage and indicates the identity of the involved end user(s).

charged party: user involved in a chargeable event who has to pay parts or the whole charges of the chargeable event, or a third party paying the charges caused by one or all users involved in the chargeable event, or a network operator.

charging: function within the telecommunications network and the associated OCS/BD components whereby information related to a chargeable event is collected, formatted, transferred and evaluated in order to make it possible to determine usage for which the charged party may be billed (offline charging) or the subscriber’s account balance may be debited (online charging).

charging event: set of charging information forwarded by the CTF towards the CDF (offline charging) or towards the OCS (online charging). Each charging event matches exactly one chargeable event.
charging function: entity inside the core network domain, subsystem or service that is involved in charging for that domain, subsystem or service.
circuit switched domain: domain within GSM / UMTS in which information is transferred in circuit switched mode.
credit control: mechanism which directly interacts in real-time with an account and controls or monitors the charges, related to the service usage. Credit control is a process of: checking if credit is available, credit reservation, deduction of credit from the end user account when service is completed and refunding of reserved credit not used.

domain: part of a communication network that provides network resources using a certain bearer technology.

GSM only: qualifier indicating that this clause or paragraph applies only to a GSM system. For multi-system cases this is determined by the current serving radio access network.

in GSM,...: qualifier indicating that this paragraph applies only to GSM System.

in UMTS,...: qualifier indicating that this paragraph applies only to UMTS System.

 “middle tier” (charging) TS: term used for the 3GPP charging TSs that specify the domain / subsystem / service specific, online and offline, charging functionality. These are all the TSs in the numbering range from 3GPP TS 32.250 to 3GPP TS 32.279, e.g. 3GPP TS 32.250 [10] for the CS domain, or 3GPP TS 32.270 [30] for the MMS service. Currently, there is only one "tier 1" TS in 3GPP, which is 3GPP TS 32.240 [1] that specifies the charging architecture and principles. Finally, there are a number of top tier TSs in the 32.29x numbering range ([50] ff) that specify common charging aspects such as parameter definitions, encoding rules, the common billing domain interface or common charging applications.
online charging: charging mechanism where charging information can affect, in real-time, the service rendered and therefore a direct interaction of the charging mechanism with bearer/session/service control is required.

Online Charging System: the entity that performs real-time credit control. Its functionality includes transaction handling, rating, online correlation and management of subscriber account balances.

real-time: real-time charging and billing information is to be generated, processed, and transported to a desired conclusion in less than 1 second.
successful call: connection that reaches the communication or data transfer phase e.g. the "answered" state for speech connections. All other connection attempts are regarded as unsuccessful.
tariff period: part of one (calendar) day during which a particular tariff is applied. Defined by the time at which the period commences (the switch-over time) and the tariff to be applied after switch-over.

tariff: set of parameters defining the network utilisation charges for the use of a particular bearer / session / service.

UMTS only: qualifier indicating that this clause or paragraph applies only to a UMTS system. For multi-system cases this is determined by the current serving radio access network.

voice call: any Circuit-switched call, whatever the teleservice used (speech, 3.1 kHz audio, Fax, or CS data) except circuit-switched Video Telephony calls (BS 37, 64 kbit/s unrestricted digital info mode). Voice over LTE is not included in this definition.

3.2
Symbols

For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:

A
Interface between an MSC and a BSC.

CAP
Reference point for CAMEL between a network element with integrated SSF and the OCS.

Iu
Interface between the RNS and the core network.

kbit/s
Kilobits per second. 1 kbit/s = 210 bits per second.

Mbit/s
Megabits per second. 1 Mbit/s = 220 bits per second.

Mc
Interface between the MGW and (G)MSC server.

R
Reference point between a non-ISDN compatible TE and MT. Typically this reference point supports a standard serial interface.

Ro
Online charging reference point between a Proxy Function and the OCS.

Um
Interface between the Mobile Station (MS) and the GSM fixed network part.

Uu
Interface between the Mobile Station (MS) and the UMTS fixed network part.

3.3
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [100] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [100].

3G
3rd Generation

3GPP
3rd Generation Partnership Project

CAMEL
Customised Applications for Mobile network Enhanced Logic

CAP
CAMEL Application Part

CCA
Credit Control Answer

CCR
Credit Control Request

CGF
Charging Gateway Function

CI
Cell Identity

CS
Circuit Switched

CSE
CAMEL Service Environment

CTF
Charging Trigger Function

DCCA
Diameter Credit Control Application

DP
Detection Point

EDP
Event Detection Point

EMS-Digits
North American Emergency Service Routing Digits

EMS-Key
North American Emergency Service Routing Key

FCI
Furnish Charging Information

GMSC
Gateway MSC

gsmSCF
GSM Service Control Function

gsmSSF
GSM Service Switching Function

GSM
Global System for Mobile communication

HLR
Home Location Register

HPLMN
Home PLMN

HSCSD
High Speed Circuit Switched Data

ICA
Initiate Call Attempt

IMEI
International Mobile Equipment Identity

IMSI
International Mobile Subscriber Identity

ISDN
Integrated Services Digital Network

ITU-T
International Telecommunication Union - Telecommunications standardization sector

JIP
Jurisdiction Information Parameter

LAC
Location Area Code

LCS
LoCation Service

LR
Location Request

LRN
Location Routing Number

MAP
Mobile Application Part

MCC
Mobile Country Code (part of IMSI)

MF
Mobile Forwarded

MLC
Mobile Location Center

MNC
Mobile Network Code (part of IMSI)

MO
Mobile Originated

MOC
Mobile Originated Call (attempt)

MO-LR
Mobile Originated Location Request

MS
Mobile Station

MSC
Mobile services Switching Centre

MSISDN
Mobile Station ISDN number

MSRN
Mobile Station Roaming Number

MT
Mobile Terminated

MTC
Mobile Terminated Call (attempt)

MT-LR
Mobile Terminated Location Request

NA-ESRD
North American - Emergency Service Routing Digits

NA-ESRK
North American - Emergency Service Routing Key

NE
Network Element

NI-LR
Network Induced Location Request

NP
Number Portability

NPDB 
Number Portability Data Base

OCF
Online Charging Function

OCS
Online Charging System

O-CSI
Originating CAMEL Subscription Information

PLMN
Public Land Mobile Network

PSTN
Public Switched Telephony Network

RAC
Routing Area Code

RAN
Radio Access Network

RNC
Radio Network Controller

SAC
Service Area Code

SCI
Subscriber Controlled Input or Send Charging Information

SRF
Specialised Resource Function

SS7
Signalling System No. 7

SSF
Service Switching Function

T-CSI
Terminating CAMEL Subscription Information
TAP
Transferred Account Procedure
TDP
Trigger Detection Point

UMTS
Universal Mobile Telecommunications System

UTRAN
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network

VAS
Value Added Service

VCC
Voice Call Continuity

VLR
Visitor Location Register

VMSC
Visited MSC
VoLTE
Voice over LTE

VPLMN
Visited PLMN

VT-CSI
Visited Terminating CAMEL Subscription Information

4
Overview
4.1
General

This section describes the requirements for the charging of IMS (VoLTE) subscribers which are roaming in foreign networks. 

With introducing Roaming with loopback in 3GPP IMS the set of charging specifications TS 32.260 [20], TS 32.298 [51] and TS 32.299 [50] was updated to cover the additional requirements raised with that work.

Currently we have tool set describing where CDRs are generated to provide a tool set to fulfil the requirements of the operators which are described in sub clause 4.2.

Within this TR these requirements will be validated based on specific roaming scenarios against the existing charging specifications if they are completely fulfilled. 

4.2
General Charging Concept

In general, it is assumed that the fundamental principles for charging and accounting in case of a VoLTE subscriber roaming in foreign network shall be identical to those that are currently used for GSM/3G roaming.

This is also required in GSMA document GSMA PDR IR.65 [600] indicate: That "The charging model for roaming used in CS domain shall be maintained in VoIMS."

From operator's point of view, these principles for this include:

-
The roaming subscriber only has a contract with his home network operator (HPLMN);

-
The roaming subscriber is only charged by his HPLMN operator;

-
"zonal charging" (i.e. charging dependent on the distance between call origin and call destination, "charge distance") shall be supported;

-
In MTC scenarios, the called roaming subscriber may be charged for the terminating leg from HPLMN to VPLMN;

-
Information given within CDRs should allow to calculate the accounting fees between HPLMN and VPLMN.

-
Inter-connection fees between PLMNs and IC providers are dependent on the direct interconnection (and on the remaining charge distance);

-
There are roaming charges which should be calculated by the information given in the CDRs collected.

-
The VPLMN charges the HPLMN for the access of the user.
From operator's point of view there is the requirement to have a charging solution where an optimal use of existing resources, best reliability and stability is given. 
5
Description of Scenarios
Editor's note: This subclause describes the Scenarios within this TR.
6
Conclusions
Editor's note: This subclause describes the conclusions within this TR.
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Annex X

This Annex keeps material discussed during the meeting and will to be removed when the final decision is made where and how to document the following content.
X.1
Charging Data Record Contents
X.1.1
P-CSCF CDR
X.1.1.1
Discussion of further parameters to be considered within the P-CSCF CDR.
The P-CSCF CDR is described in TS 32.260 [20] subclause 6.1.3.4.
Table X.1.1.1-1: Discussion on Charging Data of P-CSCF CDR 
	Field
	Category
	Description
	Comment / 
Discussion

	Home Network
	OM
	Contains the SIP URI of the domain name of the home network used to address the REGISTER request of the served party.
	in MOC and MTC scenarios, this field contains the only reliable information about the home network, i.e. the network which is "charged" by the VPLMN using this CDR (or the corresponding TAP record);
note: public user ids do not unambiguously identitfy the home network; the ROUTE header (see below) does not contain the HPLMN in MTC scenarios

	User Name
	OC
	Contains the “User Name” field from the “Authorization Header” used in the course of the registration by the served party. 
The “User Name” will be set to the “Private User ID, IMPI” of the specific client. The parameter allows to identify a client within a set of multiple clients assigned to one user/one public user identity (IMPU). 
Note: in case of an USIM the UE will provide e.g.: <IMSI>@ims.mnc<MNC>.mcc<MCC>.3gppnetwork.org
	1. in the TAP definition, currently the IMSI is used to identify the user (mandatory in TD.57);
2. in some scenarios, the  used SIM-card cannot be identified based on public IDs (e.g. Multi-SIM); 
3. might also be required for legal reasons (lawful interception ?);

4. might be helpful for troubleshooting (customer complains, etc.)

	NNI Information
	OC
	This grouped field holds information about the NNI used for interconnection and roaming on the loopback routing path. It is present only if “VPLMN routing” is applied in a Roaming Architecture for Voice over IMS with Local breakout.
	(only included because the sub-field "NNI Type" is needed; see below)

	
NNI Type
	OM
	This field indicates usage of the roaming NNI for loopback routing, i.e S-CSCF performed the loopback decision.

	high priority;
this field may would be very helpful in post-processing to decide, whether a TRF CDR exists for the same call (in MOC scenarios);
requires additional signalling in backwards direction inside the VPLMN, from IBCF towards P-CSCF (e.g. in 183 Session Progress or 200 OK)

	Route
	OM
	(Last element of) Route header from initial INVITE (S-CSCF address, indicates home network)

(alternatively: complete Route header)
	mandatory;
this element indicates the "charging distance" in the "direct media homerouting" MOC scenario


1) NOTE:That two fields are included in this CDR which point (in general) towards the HPLMN. The field HomeNetwork is a network ID that is stored in the P-CSCF during the registration process. This information identifies the network, towards which a TAP CDR based on this P-CSCF CDR shall be sent, i.e. it identifies the PLMN which is charged by the VPLMN for the connection from / to the subscriber. It is available and relevant in both, MOC and MTC scenarios.

On the other hand, the field Route contains the address towards which this message is routed, i.e. in a MOC scenario the address of the S-CSCF in the home network. This information is necessary to evaluate the "charging distance" in the "direct media homerouting" scenario (ref. section 4.1.2), when the media plane directly follows the route of the (SIP) signalling plane. This field is not available in MTC scenarios.

A more detailed discussion on the generation of TAP records including the relevant parameters for the "charging distance" can be found in section 6.1.

The "IMS Application Reference ID" is included in the P-CSCF CDR definition in TS 32.260 [20], but it is not included in the definition of the P-CSCF CDR in TS 32.298[51]. On the other hand, the P-CSCF CDR definition in TS 32.298 [51] contains a number of fields in addition to the fields listed in TS 32.260 [20]. However, from operators point of view, the usability of some of these fields in an P-CSCF CDR is questionable. This is a list of these additional fields:

· -
list-of-Requested-Party-Address: where does this info come from?; why is it a "list"?; 
in the P-CSCF the "requested party" should always be identical to the "called party" (see definition of Requested-Party-Address at the end of subclause 6.1)

· -
initialIMS-Charging-Identifier: is this relevant for "service continuity"?

· -
list-Of-AccessTransferInformation: ?

Regarding the CDR field "Session ID", TS 32.260 [20]defines that this parameter contains the SIP header "Call ID" according to RFC 3261 [404]. However, TS 24.229 [106] points out that the "Call ID" is often modified by (e.g.)  B2BUAs, and, hence, cannot be used for correlation of CDRs in the end-to-end message path. In 3GPP TS TS 24.229 [106] it is proposed to use the SIP header field "Session ID" to overcome this problem. Hence, it should be discussed whether the P-CSCF CDR field "Session ID" should contain the SIP header field "Session ID" instead of "Call ID". (The same applies also for the IBCF CDR (ref. section 5.2) and the TRF CDR (ref. section 5.3))

X.1.2
IBCF CDR

X.1.2.1
Discussion of further parameters to be considered within the IBCF CDR.

The IBCF CDR is described in TS 32.260 [20] subclause 6.1.3.10.
X.2
Consideration of a Logical LinkID for IBCF

Editor's Note: the whole section has to be-reworked to provide the correct problem and requirements statement for Operators. This section will be deleted and is not be seen as permanent content of this TR.
X.2.1
Introduction
It is proposed to introduce a new field "LinkID" into the field NNI Information in IBCF CDRs. This field is introduced as an analogon to the "TrunkID" that is currently used in CS networks. It shall contain an (operator specific) logical ID, which unambiguously identifies the specific IP connection towards the corresponding network node of the partner operator. This section discusses the rational and usability.
X.2.2
Discussion
An example is depicted in Figure X.2.2.1 a connection is set up from operator A to a destination belonging to (multi-national) operator B. Operator B controls two networks (PLMN B1 and PLMN B2) in two different countries. However, it uses only one IBCF located in PLMN B1, whereas the destination of the call is located in PLMN B2.

The outgoing TrGW (A) of operator A uses two different "own" IP addresses for connections towards the different TrGWs:  IP address A1 for connections towards TrGW (B1) and IP address A2 for connections towards TrGW (B2). The signalling plane connection is established between IBCF (A) and IBCF (B), where IBCF (B) happens to be in PLMN B1. Since the destination is located in PLMN B2, the media plane connection is established from TrGW (A) using IP address A2 towards TrGW (B2) (thick red line). TrGW (A) would also support a connection towards TrGW (B1) (grey dotted line; using IP address A1), but this is not established here, because the destination is located in PLMN B2.

Currently, the used connection between the two networks for the media plane (i.e. the "thick red arrow") is not at all reflected in the IBCF CDR.

Hence, the introduction of a (logical, operator specific) field "LinkID" in the IBCF CDR. The LinkID shall unambiguously identify the IP connection towards the neighbour TrGW node, that is used for the media plane of the current call (i.e. the "red arrow" in the example, identified by the IP address (and port) A2 used at TrGW(A), and the IP address (and port) of TrGW(B2).)
As an alternative to a "logical" ID, the pair of both IP address (and ports ?) of both TrGWs used in the interconnection scenario may be included, however an abstract "logical" ID to be sufficient and easier to implement. A logical ID would also decouple the CDR post processing in IT billing systems from the actual technical network IP configuration/topology.
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Figure X.2.2.1: Example: Usage of LinkID

There are three reasons behind this proposal:

1.
so far, the field NNI Information only contains information on network nodes for the signalling plane (IBCF addresses); however, for voice (or video) connections, the media plane is relevant for charging / accounting; hence, information about the interconnection nodes of the media plane (e.g. TrGWs) should also be included;#

Editor's Note: open issue: how to deal with services, where the "media" is transported in the signalling plane (e.g. text messaging)?

2.
one IBCF may control multiple TrGWs; in case of a multinational operator (i.e. a company controlling multiple mobile networks in different countries), an IBCF may even control TrGWs which are located in different networks; in this case, the address of the IBCF or the neighbour signalling node are not relevant for charging / accounting

3.
finally, a network node (e.g. an IBCF or a TrGW) may use multiple "own" IP addresses to distinguish between different connections to neighbour nodes (e.g. IP address "A1" for connections to operator B1, and IP address "A2" for connections to operator B2); currently, only one (own / IBCF) "Node Address" and one "Neighbour Node Address" are included in the IBCF CDR

Issues to be considered further for this issue:
1. A conversion table within the IBCF could be huge. Thus a consideration of this fact needs to be done

2. A correlation of several streams needs to be considered. Several streams requested by one SIP INVITE could be spread over several TrGW. That is a fact and needs further evaluation.  
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