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1	Introduction
When technical specifications are sufficiently stable and approved by relevant TSG, they are put under change control. Further elaboration and update of the technical specifications are achieved by means of change requests (CRs) to be approved by relevant TSG.
Different categories of CRs are available, as stated in TR21.900 “Technical Specification Group working methods”, Table 4A (copied below). According to TR21.900, a TSG may decide that a specification is considered "frozen". After that, only CRs for essential corrections of errors (CR categories A or F) shall be considered.
Category F CR is the most commonly used CR category in practice, to correct errors in the technical specification. The following “sub-categories” of category F CR are stated in TR21.900:
· Sub-category 1: to correct an error in the specification (i.e. a clear instruction in the specification which leads to incorrect operation of the system); 
· Sub-category 2: to correct an ambiguity in the specification which could lead to different implementations which cannot inter-operate;
· Sub-category 3: to remedy the incorrect implementation of a previously approved CR;
· Sub-category 4: to correct a misalignment between the specifications (stage 1, stage 2 & stage 3) for a feature or service when not introducing a new function or functional change.
Non-standalone and standalone NR technical specifications were declared frozen in December 2017 and June 2018, respectively. Recently, stability of Rel-15 NR specifications draws significant attention of stakeholders. With 5G commercial deployments coming to reality, it is of utter most importance to ensure the stability of NR technical specifications such that deployment timelines are not jeopardized. In relation to this, stakeholders expressed concerns over Rel-15 non-backward compatible NR CRs. 
The recent TSG RAN WG meetings, it is observed that CR of following nature were submitted for Rel-15 NR technical specifications:
· to optimize the performance of a certain function, wherein the current technical specification unambiguously defines the behaviour and system operates correctly;
· to introduce additional functionality
Such CRs are not essential CRs for a frozen specification, thus should not be approved.
2	Proposal
It is proposed that PCG reminds TSG and WGs that only Cat F CRs according to the descriptions in TR21.900 Table 4A can be approved for Rel-15 NR technical specifications.

Table 4A: Categories of Change Requests
	Category
	Meaning
	Remarks

	A
	Corresponds to a change to an earlier Release
	Used to reflect functionally equivalent changes made to an earlier Release of the same Specification.

Note:	The proposed change to the later Release of the Specification need not be absolutely identical to the proposed change to the earlier Release, since it is possible that, due to earlier change requests, the affected text is not identical in each Release.  Category A should be used when the functional objective of the proposed changes is equivalent in the earlier and later Releases.

	B
	Addition or deletion of feature
	The new feature is to be added to the Release; the reference is not to the Specification itself. This will normally correspond to an identified Work Item. This category shall not be used for a frozen Release, except for alignment CRs as described below.

	C
	Functional modification of feature
	Any functional modification shall correspond to an identified Work Item. However backward compatibility shall be ensured when the issue has an impact on the UE. This category shall not be used for a frozen Release, except for alignment CRs as described below.

	D
	Editorial modification
	Editorial modifications shall have no impact on an implementation. An editorial modification CR to a frozen Release shall not be permitted.

	E
	(not used)
	

	F
	Correction
	Used:
1	to correct an error in the specification (i.e. a clear instruction in the specification which leads to incorrect operation of the system); or 
2	to correct an ambiguity in the specification which could lead to different implementations which cannot inter-operate; or
3	(void); or
4	to remedy the incorrect implementation of a previously approved CR; or
5	to correct a misalignment between the specifications (stage 1, stage 2 & stage 3) for a feature or service when not introducing a new function or functional change.




 
